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NoES.
Hlon. C. F. Baxter Hou. E, Rose
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon. A. Sonderson
Hon. J. Cunningham Hon. A. J. H., Saw
Hon, J. W, Hickey Hon. H. Stewart
Han. A, H. Paanton Hon. T. Moore
{Teiler.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause pot and passed.

Clause 153—Penalty for obstructing offic-
inls and similar offenees:

Hon. A, LOVEEIN: Who is the *'other
official’’ mentioned in the clause¥ He may
go into a factory without any cortificate of
anthority or giving any cvidence of his bona
fides to the owner. There ought to be some
definition of ‘‘other official.”” I move an
amend ment—

That in paragraph (d) the words ‘‘or
other official’? be struck oot

The Minister for Edueation: I do not mind
the words being struck out.

Hon, A, H. PANTON: It is not advisable
to strike out the worda, Another official may
comprise the Commissioner of Public Health
or some other inspector or officer.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

(Clanse 1G—agreed to.

Clause 17—Obstruction of inspector:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Ia ngt paragraph (e)
rather vicious?  Inspeetors should not be
allowed to examine secretly the employees in
a factory. I move an amendment—

That - paragraph (¢} be struck out.

The MINISTER FPOR EDUCATION: It
ja necessary that this paragrapb should re-
muin in,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Should not 4 Ffactory
owner be present during the examination®

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Progress reported.

BILLS {4)—FIRST READING.
1, Lunzey Act Amendment.
2, Divorce Act Amendment.
:!_, Navigation Aet Amendment.
4, Justices Act Amendment.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time,

BILL—CORONERS.
Assembly’s Message.

Message received from the Assembly noti-
fving that it had agreed to make amend-
ments Nos. 1, 2, and 4, requested by the
Couneil in the Bill, bt had deelined to make
amendment No: 3.
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BILL-—DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT
AMENDMIENT.

Received from the Assembly,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebateh—Enst) [12.27}: I move—
That the Bill be now read a flrst time.
Hen. J. J. HOLMES (North) [12.28]: I
should like a definite ruling, Mr, President,
as to what is formal business and what is
business that is introduced after 10 o'clock,
I ask this because of the new business which
has just arrived from another place.

The PRESIDENT: I econsider this bus-
iness iy formal, If the hon. gentleman wishes
me to administer Standing Orders strictly
according to the letter then T say that this
may be treated as sew business.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Let it go at that.

Question put and pagsed; Bill read a first
tine.

House adjourned at 12.£9 a.m. {(Wednesday).

Tegislative Essembly,

Tucsday, 7th December, 1920.

PaGE

Quw.lon Nurmsss' Registration Bl e 2141
Bills ; Divotee Act Amendment, 3B. v e 2141
Navlgut-ion Act Amendment, 2r., o, 2142
Justices Act Amendment, 2R, ete. ... 142
Land Tax snd Income Tn.x, 2r,, Com. report- 2142
Dlvidend Dutles Act Amendment 23.. abe. 2146
Land Act Amendment, Zr 2107

Bayawater Drainage Works, o5, 170
Narrog.n Recteation B.csuve, 28, Cotn. ruport. 2111

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers,

QUESTION—NURSES REGISTRATION
BILL,

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier,—Is
it the intention of the Government to re-
introduce Quring this session the Nurses Re-
gistration Bily, which was ruled out of
order in this House on a technical pointf

The PREMTER replied:
being congidered.

The matter is

BILL—DIVORCE ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and tranamitted to the
Legislative Council.
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BILL—NAVIGATION ACT AMEND-
MENT,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 2nd December.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle} [4.36]: I have no objection to offer
to the second rending of this Rill, Tt is
neceggary to have a measure of this des-
cription so that the public may be able to
find out the cnuse of Government veasels
going ashore, or other mishaps oceurring to
them, To-day we are unable to get inform-
ation of that nature. Tt would have been
interesting for us to know the eaunse of the
‘‘Bambra’' going aground at Fremantle re-
cently.  We appeint officers on  State
steamers, and expeet those officers to con-
trol the vessels, but there is a tendency on
the part of the manager to take that con-
trol out of the hamey of the ships’ officers.
Instruciions may he issued which wmay en-
danger the safety of the sbip, as well as the
safety of the cerew and passengers, and if
it were possible to held & proper inguiry
under the Navigation Act, an inquiry simi-
lar to those which are held in conncetinn
with privately owned wvesels, we would he-
come awiare of what wag taking place, and
it might be possible te prevent such oceur-
renees in the future. Tt has heen rumoured
in connection with the recont gronnding ot
the **Bambra,”” that iwestructions  were
given for the vessel to nezotinte the passage
to Robb's .letty at night. The vessel at
the time was earrving a large mnwher ot
eattle, said to have heen the property of a
Minister of the Crown, amd heeanse there
wiag a risk of the eattle being lost to the
market of the following iday the instroetions
were issued that there way to he no delay
in fthe vessel procoeding {0 Robh's. Jetty
to discharge the stoek, Tt was against the
wishes of the oflicers of the ‘*Bambra®’
that < procecded to Robb’s Jetty that
night, aud we know what happened.  Tf it
had been possible to holl a preper inguiry
wo shoulil have Jearnt who was responsihle
for the issuing of the instructions,

My, Piesse: Do vou not think that it was
better ta have the stoek unloaded as quickly
ad possible?

Haon, W, ", ANGWIN: Tt is also import-
ant to consider the risk that a vessel is
likely to run.

The Colonial Scerctary: Vessels have heen
through that passage on nmnerovs gveasions.

Hoen, W, ¢, ANGWIN: But never before
at night.  The danger was pointed out to
those who issued the ipstructions. When
the master of n vessel has to earry ount in-
strurtions of this nature, and anyihing hap-
pens, we shoulld be able to make an investi-
gation.  This kind of thing shoukl net be
allowerl,  The State has been put to eon-
siderable cxpense through orders of  this
degeviption heing issned by the manngement
of the State steamers, The Bill will permit
of an inquiry being held and in future it
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will be possible to ascertain who was res-
ponsible. I intend to support the second
reading,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment ,and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil,

BILL—JUSTICES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

Order of the day read for the rosnmption
of the debate on the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a sceond time,

In Committee, ete.

Rill passed threugh Committee without
rlebate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

TAX
TAX.
Second Reading.

BILL—LAXD AND INCOME

Debate resumed from Bed December,

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [4.45]: [ intend
to oppose this measure hecavse in my opinion
the whole system of tauxation needs revision,
amd now is the opportune time, before the
general clections, to revise it aml let the
people of the country know just how this
State stands, and put hefore the country for
its neceptanee or rejection a system of taxation
which is fair aud equitable. Taxation, both
Federal and State, is beeoming most hurden-
some, Lo addition to the direct taxation re-
mesenied by a measure of this character, the
indirect taxation through the Commonwealth
has been largely incrensed by the operation
of the new tariff, for under that the Com-
monwealth Government propose to raise this
year 13152 million pounds.  In 1918-19 the
Commanwealth income tax produced £30,856,-
000, and this was horne by 388,000 people of
the community. Of this number no fewer
than 282,000 received less than £200 per head
per year, and it may be said with truth that
these taxpayess paunl the greatest share of
indirect taxation. They are largely respon-
sible for the payment of dividend taxes, for
the payment of stamp duties, and for the
payment of the 1314 millien pounds which is
to be raised by the Commonwealth Treasurer
tlis year by way of indireet taxation through
the tariff. Tu this State during the last four
years the dircet taxation has risen from £319,.
000 to £681,000, and the stamp dntics from
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£67,000 to £173,000, rn increase of more than
£100,000, It can be truly said that the stamp
duties are not paid by the companies, firms,
or individuals who this House intended should
pay them when the legislation was passed,
but are paid by the general commuuity, the
taxpayers who raise the greater portion of
the dividend duties and income tax contribu-
tions, The dividend duties four years ago
amounted to £105,000, and last year they
totalled £144,000, and the gengral taxpayers
receiving under £300 per anmum—that is the
great mass of the community—have been
largely responsible for these payments be-
cause many of the Qividends were made by
business institutions who profiteered at the
expense of the gencral community, The main
source of direct taxation in thig country is
the income tax. The number of taxpayers
has risen in the last four years from 13,000
to 31,000, due to the reduction of the exemp-
tion to £150 per year, and the veceipts
have visen from £91000 four years ago
to £271,000 last year. In other words, three
times as mueh is now derived from income
tax as was received four years ago. Qf the
31,000 taxpayers who paid that amouwnt no
fewer than 22,008 are persons whose income
is hetween £100 and £300 per year, and it is
beeauae that class pay the greater portion of
the dividend duties, the stamp tax, and the
income tax, and the indireet taxation throngh
the customs, that I hold the time has come
when we shoulil rejeet this Bill and bring in
a comprelensive measure which will be more
e¢nitable and just te the community. In
strong contrast to the income reccived under
the measures to which T have just referred
is the income received from the land tax.
While every other souree of revenue has
doubled or trebled within the last few years,
the reeeipts from land tax have declined.
While in 1917-18 the Jland tax revenue
amopunted to £63,000

The Premier: That is due to the double
tax for the year.

Mr. TROY: It has declined hecause last
year the receipts from land tax amounted to
only £46,000, or £17,000 less than was re-
ceived » fow yecars ago, and this in face of
the faet that the number of land holders has
largely increased aand that land valnes in
Western Australia are to-day higher than
ever before in the history of the State. The
vales of alicnated land in the State is
£19,600,000, and of this amount £8,600,000
represents the value of 15 million aeres of
country land, The balance, comprising land
in the metropolitan areas of an area of
47,000 acres, is valued at £8,500,000, and it
is casy to sce from these figures where the
incidence of taxation would fall if a land
tax measure sueh ns ought to be introduced
were introduced, The metropolitan lands to
the extent of 47,000 acres worth £1% million
peunds, would pay the greater proportion of
the tax by virtue of their value as againgt
the eountry lands, which are worth only
£6,670,000. The most significant Faet is this,
that whereas land values have ingreazed to
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an aggregate of about 20 million pounds, the
revenue derived is only £46,000 per annum.
[ was very sorry to learn that the farmers
and settlers’ conference recently turned down
the question of land values taxation, beeause
until they de approve of this measure it will
be impossible to make the valuable eity 'ands
pay what they should towards the revenue
of the State. The worst aspecet of our taza-
tion system is that the burden is placed on
the great mass of the people. The great
mass of the people have to bear, in addition
to thia taxation, tha whole of the burden of
development and provide for the carrying on
of the administration. They are ealled upon
time after time to finanee the hurden of de-
velopment. They lave to repair the losses
wherever losses oceur, whilst all the profit-
able concerns eoxisting in the commnnity are
in the hands of private ewnterprise, 1f rail-
ways essential to development are not pay-
ing, who is asked to pay the increaseld rates
an that the railways shall pay?!  The peaple
who are piomeerimyr the country, not the busi-
ness clements in the commuuity who use those
rajlways and  without whiel railways there
would he ne country development and there-
fore no business.

Mr. Teesdale: The rates at Iremantle are
pretty stiff, you know.

Mr. TROY: Aay hon. momber whe dis-
sprees with my views has a right to give his
opinions, * Tf the Harbour Trust is not pay-
ing, who are ecalled upon to make up the
losa? Why, the general taxpayers of the com-
munity! Tf the season is bad and the farmers
must be earried on, who has to finanee them?
Why, the general community! The merchants
immediately relinguish or sidestep their obli-
gations, and therefore the whole burden is
thrown on the Government, who ecalls upon
the community to make pood any losses, Tf
water supplies are not paying, or if any
other public convenience is not paying who
is called upon to make up the losst  Apmin,
the general eommunity. 'The great finan-
eial concerms of Western Australia, the in-
suranee companies, the banks, and the great
business institutions, are not called upon to
pay their -share towards the development of
the country because they are in the happy
position, by renson of the Iaw of the coun-
try, of being able to cvade their responsi-
bilities.  The stamp tax was raised a few
Fyears ago, but who pays it? Not the busi-
uegs institutions. They merely make it an
added charge to the general public. Lf we
have any busineag with them they do not pay
the inereased stamp tax; they merely pass
it on. If dividend duties are paid, who se-
tually pays them? The great mass of the
community. Some time ago the Premier
told me, if T may repeat his words, that the
business people were tax gatherers, nok
taxpayers, and that they merely pass tho
taxation on to the general commumity. It
ig time we set ourselves to do some-
thing to relieve the general community
and place a fair share of taxation on that
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seetion of the community who at present
are able to evade their respomsibilities. All
the profitable business of the State is left
in the hands of private enterprise. When
times are bad the State, of course, has to
step in and buttress the people affiet-
ed, and financial interests who wax
properous in times of affluence quickly
sidestep their  responsibilities. When
the State requires to float a loan it
it a supplient and a beggar going eap in
hand to those institutions instead of making
them pay a fair share towards the general
administration of the country. If a panic
oceurs in any of these fnaneial institutions,
the State must come forward and buttress
them up, guaranteeing their liabilities, as
has been the case in years past, Withoud
the agsistanee from the Government in times
of panie these imstitutions could not earry
on. A bank started in 8 very small
way in this State and to-day it is making
big profits. It charged 414 per cent. on
money, which was really the State's money,
and yet lends that money at from six to
eight per eent. That bank now is a highly
solvent concern and pays big dividends.
The general taxpayer sghoulders the burden
in eonsequence. He has to pay interest on
any money he borrows to develop the eoun-
try, and pays taxation, and these institutions
reup the greater profit from the transaction.
Why does not the State enter upon some
of these profitable avenues of finance and
exploit them in the public interests? 1Is
it impossible? When the State and Queens-
land set up cnterprises ond business under-
takings, they received wholesale condemna-
tion from thosc representing the same views
a8 members on the Ministerial side of the
Houge, as well as from the general Press of

Australia, 'The Labour party, however,
have shown the way. The Common-
wealth Bank was started in a small office

with & small staff, a few pens and a counter.
To-day the Commonwealth Bank deals in
niillions. It findnees the largest opera-
tions of the nation; it raised millions of
pounds for war loans, thus saving the gen-
eral community from the payment of heavy
eomnmisgion which would otherwise have been
neeessary, end its note issue has reached a
niillion pounds a year, which has saved a
mitlion pounds of taxation. Yet when the
Labour Government embarked wupon this
undertaking, their scheme was referred to
as fantastic. TIis erities said, ‘‘What do
these people know about finance. They
will ruin the country and involve us all in
disaster.’’  Where do thesc profits of avil
stand? The bank was started without a
penny, and to-day it is onc of the most
flourishing institutions in Australin and per-
haps in the world. The Commonwealth has
profited by the transaction and Western
Australia eould profit also. Instead of im-
posing income taxation and heaping on the
taxation burden of the commumity, they
should enter these avenues of finance. By
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80 doing they would velicve the people of
taxation and secure a fair return from th
general community,

Mr. Pickering: Wonld you advoeale vom
petition with the Commonwealth Bank?

Mr, TROY: (lcrtainly, and with the othe
banks in the State as well.

Hon. T. Walker: Wonld
wealth permit us?

The Premier: Yes, that is the point.

Mr. TROY: I do not know whether the
Commonwealth would permit us to do so o
not. I do not know if they have the power
to stop us.

The Premier: They have.

Mr, TROY: At any rate they do not sio}
the State Savings Bunk. There i3 no reasen
why, instcad of inereasing taxation, we
ghould not look into thes: matters and find
out where we stand. T would commend the
Government which wonld enter into competi-
tion with the Western Australian Bank o
any other bank here and operate for the bene.
fit of the community. The Queensland
Government set an ecxample to the reat of
the States regarding State insurance as an:
other means by which the general commun.
ity would be relicvel of portion of its bhur.
den and the profit seeared for the Btate.

the Common

The Labour party in Queensland estab
lished State insurance and started the
inatitution without any eapital.  To-day the

State insurance Dbusiness in Queensland it
greater than the business transacted by the
AMP. Society in that State, afthough the
latter institution was established in 1849
State insurance came into operation  in
Queensland  only four years ago.  While
in 1919 the AM.P. hal 2,187 policies
completed and the sum insnred was £912,000
the State insurance business completed 6,304
policics, assuring £1,134,000. The' State in-
surance in Queensland has reduced the cost of
insurance by 40 per cent., thus relieving the
genersl taxpayer of the burdens they would
have bad to pay had the State not entered
into this avenue of finanec. The State insur
anee, a8 [ have pointed out, has relieved the
general taxpayer of paying heavy premiumi
and in Queensland last year the scheme
showed a profit of £70,000. During the las!
four yecars profits amounted to gver £100,000
which sum has gone to the general com
munity and relieved the hurdens of taxation
We know that during the war these in
stitutions I refer to made large profite
and these profits represented an over
charge to the general community. The over
charge from the insurance companies is worst
than the overcharge levied by the banks
I find that for every £100 paid in premiuou
o sum of only £13 is paid in claims. The
other £67, apart from the general cost ol
administration, is largely profit and goes te
build up the large reserves these insuranec
companies have, and which is responsifle fo
their success throughout Australia to-day. One
insurance company—I will not mention its
name—started with some £5,000 as eapitsl
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4 unow makes £100,000 profit a year and
controls 10 millions of public moneys which
should be in the hands of the State. Another
company which started 10 years ago, at the
end of the last 21 months showed a profit of
£407,000, pays 10 per cent. dividends and
controls capital exceeding 15 millieon pounds,
which amount should be in the hands of the
State. Had the State the henefit of that
money to asaist it in earrying on the country,
groat advantage would have been sccured to
the general community, These avenucs of
finance arc profitable and should be in-

vaded for the development of the State.
These corperations largely invest mouey
abroad. One company in Augtralia in-

vested in Argentine in preference to in-
vesting in Australia, because they received
onc-half per cent, more interest in Argentine
than in Australia, The annual report of the
Federal Burecan of Commeree shows that
from the 26th January, 1916, to the 3J1st
Decomber, 1919, ne less than £12,571,000
has been taken from the people of the
Jommonwealth by the ecapitalisation of
reservea and by profits. This is  what
may be ealled the ‘‘war loot of the
monoecy kings of Australia.’” During the
time the war was in progress, with the
support of the National Governments and
nt a time when the people were full of anx-
icly as to the progress of hostilities, these
institutions  tlourished cxceedinfly and in-
vested their monegy in the Commonwealth
wir loans and in other directions and this
woney was lent at from five to eight per
cent, interest. By this means, they make a
tribute on the people of the Commonwealth
to the extent of abont a million pounds. The
money 1 refer to was taken from the people
by these institutions during a time when the
Government should have been profecting the
people, and the money i8 now being loaned
tn the Canunonwealth and the general com-
munity is being burdened by the payment of
heavy interest of the war loot.- That loot wits
ytolen from the peeple of the Commonwealth.
Ml the profits been in the hanids of the
Government it would have been possible to
carry on our cnterprises successfully. An-
olher profitable function which should be
in  the hands of the Ntate aml which
would relieve the people of taxation is the
Imsiness of the public trustee. We know
there is a pihlie trustee corporation in Weat-
ern Aunstraliz, I e not know what their
profits are, although T have tried to secure
thetn. [ remember seeing something of the
dividends the company pald but | eannot get
the actual figures. In Queensland, the Aus-
tealian 'Trustec Company, which started with
a very small capital. secured a profit of
£22,000 last year, and doubled its eapital,

Mr. Tecsdale: Thex paid eight per eent.
interest.

Me. TROY: Tn Tingland the publie trustec
husiness is in the hands of the State. Tt ia
in the hands of the State in Quecensland also.
Why does not the Government of Westarn
Anstralia enter upon this business and secure
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the profits from it, thereby relieving the
general comununity of some of the burden it
is bearing? [t is a perfectly legitimate
operation for the State to enter upon, be-
cauge the State at present carries on the
business of the curator of intestate estates.

Hon, T. Walker: There are public trustees
in other parts of the world.

Mr., TROY: Why cannot we enter upon
these avenues of profit and so relieve the
people of portion of the burden which is now
pressing upon them? I am satisfied that the
Government who intentd to leave all the profit-
able business, all the business without undue
risks, in the hands of private enterprise, will
not he proceeding in the intercats of the
people ag a whole, [ oppose this legislation.
We are told that the old order iz ehanging.
I admit that there iz some indieation of a
change bevause it never happened before the
war that the shop assistants would come tu
Parliament to demand redress,

Hon. T. Walker: And get it promised.

Mr.. Teesdale: They gave three cheers and
went away.

Mr. TROY:; A time may come when they
will not give three eheers and go away. What
is wrong with the order being introdueel in
the taxation measures? Instend of the finan-
vial institutions being allowed to exploit the
people and to elose down on them in times of
hardship—becanse after all they are only
glorified pawnshops—Ilet the State enter npon
and exploit this profitable field of business.
What is wroag with the State entering upon
the businesa of those institutions in the same
way as the Commonwealth Bank has done, in:
the same way as Statc insurance and the
Rtate TPublic Trustce in Queensland have
done? Why not do so and wipe out hun-
dreds of institutionz which are merely dupli-
cating and triplieating the business The
Australian Trustee Company, Liimted—I
reczived these figures recently, and I think
they are correet—on a gmall capital controfs
no less than 414 millions of trust cstate
moneys. Why should not the State coatrol
and utilise those moneys in the same way as
it controls the money of the investors in the
Rtate Savings Bank? Then the State would
uot have heen going eap in hand to the
moneyicnders and to the banks to pget money
—Tor what purpose? To carry on the war,
The accumulated funds of the Augtralian in-
suranee companies have risen from 14 mil-
lions sterling in 1800 to 68 millions sterling
last year. When the State wants money to
earry on the war, or to develop the country,
it goes cap in hand te thosc com-
panics and sayg to them, '‘Lead uws your
mottey, and we will give yon five per cent.
interest free of tuxation. The general
community pays you tribute to that
extent.’” That eannot continue indefin-
itely. A time will comc when the bur-
den of taxation will be too great in this
country. A time of hardship is, in faet, ap-
proaching such as is being actually experi-
enced: in other countries now. The State
will be eompelled to enter upon business
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of this churacter in order to relieve the com-
mupity of burdens which they should not be
called upon to bear. Givieg evidence before
the Commonwealth Royal Commission on
taxation, whiell sat in Melbourne a few days
ago, Profesgor Meredith Atkinson said that—

In lis opinion the most suitable awl
enquitabie forin of taxation was (1} A tax
on unimproved land values,

T gquote his remarks because [ apree with
them generally. It has struck me that he
suggested  the fairest forms of taxation,
() A super tax on all jncomes not carned
by personal exertion.
1 consider this is a very sound sugpestio.
To-luy this State does not Dmpose 1 siper
tax onr incomes not esrned by personal exor-
tion, In my opinion the person who derives
an income from sources other fhan personal
exertion iy not entitled to the same consid-
eration as o person whose whole income is
derived as the result of his being personally
engaged in developing the resources or the
industrics of the State.
(3) Au income tax on zil incomes above
eertain exemptions, mud no ineome under
£200 to be taxed: with further exemptions
for marricd men aud men with depend-
ants.
Now. that is lurgely the policy
The Labour party have never agreed to ex-
emptions  being  redueed  under  £200,
aml we bave always insisted npon special
exemptions being granted in the case of mar-
rigd persens. [ would inelude unmar-
ried persons with dependants.  There are
people in the community who cannot afford
to met married because they are maintaining
widowed mothers or younger children. Tn
my opinion sueh persons are more deserving
of consideration than are married persons
with children. The man who sticks to his
widowed .mother and his younger brothers
and sisters, and who denics himself, is eun-
titled to the vespeet and eonsideration of the
comnumity, although so far he has received
no consideration in either State or Common-
wenalth legislation,

43 Special exemptions for new indus-
tries, amnd for those persons whose pursnit
_is attended with special risks,

I wonlit supgest, in this connection, the min-
ing: industey as well as the sgricultural and
pustoral industries. [ hold that -the visks at-
taching to the latter industries are, in com-
parisen wil the risks attaching fo mining, not
#o wreat. The Prime Minister has promised

of this party.

to introduce relieving legislation in the ease.

of people conguged in the agrieultuaral amd
pastoral jndestries by spreading the  taxa-
tien over a- term of yenrs, that is to say,
bae wvernging the income of  znel persons
over = -ferm of three years.  What applies
to. the. pastora) and  agrienltoral  indostries
ghonll alsa apply te the wmining industey,
That regquest was recently brought under the
notive of the Minister for Mines by a mining
egnfprence,s and. the hon. gentleman gave a
definite promise that, ag well-as representing
the matter to the tederal Government, he
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would also represent it to the (overnment
of Western Australin and would sce that
the accesary provision for that purpose was
nmade in Jegislation to be introduced Aduring
this sesgion. T have to express my surprise

and  great  disappointment  that  no  re-
ference was made to the subjeet Dby
the Treasurer when introducing  his  Bud-

get, and that no Bill has been lhivought down
ta earry out thot promise. [ oppose this
neasure, heeause, in my opinion, there has
been plenty of time for the (lovernment to
hring in a taxation Bill which wonld be fair-
er to the community than this onc is, and
woulld hove aftorded the relief to which I
hive alluded. 1t has been said that the
prople who pay income tax on incomes of less
than £200 do not, after ail, pay much, But,
as I have previoualy pointed out, thase peopie
pay themajor portion of the stamp duties ag
well. They pay the major portion of the divi-
dend tnx also. And certainly they pay the
largest share of the indirect taxation. They
pay the greatest share of the revenva derived
from the Customs,  As thg State still re-
ceives o purtion of the revenue ob-
tained by the Federal Govermment through
the Customs, it Is a fair thing that in this
taxation consideration shoutd be given
to those members of the general community
whose incomes are less than £230 a year,
and whe, in my opinion, alrendy pay the
largest shure of the taxation imposed in this
rountry, Taxation on luxuries has lbeen
advovated, and T think this is an opportunc
moment  for introducing it. Passing  the
shop windows of Terth T am struck with
what | consider articles of luxury
offered for sale.  Look at the windows of
Boan Rros,, with threc guinea hats, for in-
stanee!  Passing hy the warchouses which
cxpose their goods for sale in the windows,
one sees numercus articles whieh ean only
be considered absolute Inxuries.  Although
I do not deny the right of people to have -
those things if they ean afford to pay for
them, I think it would be a good thing for
this comnntry if sueh luxuries were toxed,
amd, indeed, if at a time like this, they were
not allowed into the countey at all. Lest
my remarks should I misonderstood, let
me make it plain that [ like to see a lady
tastefnlly” and nicely «ressedl. That is
what is. due to her. But I do think it
wrong, in' such times as these, that ladies
should he tempted by beautiful but extea-
vagent articled such us we see exposed for
sale in the shop windows. [ am sure ladies
wenltl he just as much admired by the gen-
erial run of men if they attired themselves -
tastefully hut rveagonably,  Tf I may broach
a confidewer lerve, T alwaya complimet my-
lady friends when T see. them tastefully dres.
sed, sl especinliy when | know that the-
dress has.not, cost any vonsidlerable amount.
I wuggest that in the general cleetion cam..
paign anembers should make it, _a special.
featore. to urge Ipdies to refrain, from luxur-
ious attive.” Ia fact, T have heard that .the
member for Greenough (Me. Maley) in his
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campaign during the last general rlection
told the ladies that what he Jiked them best
in was a white dress and a blue sash. As
s married man T admire the hon. member'a
simple taste. T think there onght to be a
tax on luxurics. Take the number of motor
ears in this country that are used not on
business but for pleasure. One finds public
servants running motor cars, I de not deny
thie right of a publie sevvant to Ton a motor
car, though 1 eannot afford one. If people ean
afford to huve motor cars simply for pleasure
while the State is in urgent nced of devel-
opment, while the people are staggering un-
der the burden of taxation, those motor cars
ought to he taxed, Tf a motor car is used
legitimately in business, that is another mat-
ter. | suppose there will be some diffienlty
i drawing the distinction, but [ oodersiand
the Federal Government are endeavouring
te define it.  In my opinion the whole pol-
iey  of taxation requires revision, What

~ne are doing in this moéasure fs simply to

reproduee the ol system, which has been ve-
pwated time after time by Government after
Government, beenuse it represents the ensiest
method of getting taxation and passing the
through another Chamber. The

progressive Clovernment.  Progressive Gov-
eraments  have  introduced  other forms
of taxation, but these have been thrown
out by another Chamber; and se Goy-
ernments have adhered to the old method
of  roiging  wmoney by burdening the
general  communily, and by exempting
ingtitutions which ouglit not to be &on-
didered im the same degree. For the
reason I Bave given, and not because T
wont to embarrass the Government—indeed,
T want to help them—T shall endeavour to
send the Government te the country with
a new gystem of taxation, if they ars eapable
of evolving it. I want to sce tlic Govern-
ment enter into avenues mow exploited by
private enterprise, now the monopoly of finan-
cial institutions, which are proving a burden
to the country because the people are main-
taining several institutions where they ought
to be maintaining only onme. It is high
time a tazxation measure was introduced em-
bodying a more equitable system than we
measure uwnder discussion: T
shall, therefore, oppose the Bill and votc
againat the scvond reading. c

Mr. GARDINER (frwin) [330]: |
shonld like to preface my remarks by ask-
ing the House whether any member knows

“hew we stand finaneially as a Stite. A

namber of members will be asked this ques-
tion on the hustings. The only thing we
know ahout it is that there is 2 continwal
drift, which s enusipg men whao love West-
ern Aunstralin o great  deal of anxicty.
There are in the llouse members who, irres-
peetive of parties, are deeply concerncdl at
the eonstant drift. Even the fatuous adula-

*tion of the ‘“West Auvstralian’’ is begin-

ping to be tempered with anxiety as to the
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financial position of the State. That jour-
nal has even gane so far as to suggest that
if the Treasurer is granted his Loan Bill he
ought not to spend the money. If we pass
o further Taxation Bill, shall we not be
giving cncouragement to further drift, in-
stead of trying to stop it? My aympathies
ure ever with the Treasurer. Oite can casily
understand that if the revenue were shrink-
ing there might be some eall for additionat
tax. Is the revenue shrinking? Have we
as a House said to the Government, ‘‘You
have to live within your income’’? We
have not, Let ug sec if there is any justi-
fication nt the present time for additional
taxation. The receipts for the first five months
of the year have heen £475,733, more than
the receipts for the first five months of last
year. The expenditure has been £490,828 more.
The most the Government have been able
to do with an extra revenue this year of half
a million has been to go £15,000 to the bad.
The deficit this time last year was £572,-
580; this veor it is £5387,675. This brings
mic back to the propogition 1 have asked
the Minister for Education to put before
his schoolboys, namely, *‘If with an extri
half a million we pgo £15,000 to the bad,
what revenue would we require to pay off
a tefieit of £700,00097' Tt is one of thoao
questions  which we should ask ourselves,
When we see four States out of six with a
surplns due fo increased revenue, it is u
bad thing to see Western Australia con-
stantly drifting behind, The Treasurar’s
estimute was that he would get £743,000
more revenve than he got last year, In five
months he has got £476,000 more, leaving
practically £267,000 to get hetween now and
the end of the year, with the worst months
in front of him. If it continues in the same
ratio, the probabilities are that he will got
wearly £700,000. Is that additional £700,000
going to eost £720,000 1o earn? The uct
increase over expenditure catimated by the
Treasirer on the previous year was £474,-
286, TFor five months it i3 slready over
£190,000, [s there any prospect of our cam-
ing anywhere ncar the figures which  the
Treasurer himself laid down? He cstimated
his deficit for the year at, roughly, £400,000,

The Premier: T do not think it will be
a penny tore than I estimated.

Mr. GARDINER: The Treasurer is carry-
ing bis oplimism to a degrec which ia nnt
Justified. Lo

The Premicr: T mn taking the figures for
the second six months over scveral years.

Mr., GARDINER: Last yeur the I're-
mier’s estimate eame just about square, -
cauwse of the good season, Af the prescul
time he is £3587,000 to the bad, He has to
pick np at least £187,000 during the anext
six montha. Which. of those wmoaths does
tha Treasurer belicve will show so large n
surplus as to realise his estimate? And .if
his estimate is to be realised, why does he
want the cxtra-taxation? Tf, with the extea
revenne, the Treasurer estimates to come ont
£400,000 to the bad, why impose extra
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lazation? Beeause, after ali, that is only
about £85,000 more than the sinking fund.
S0, really, what the Treasurer requires to do
is to, a3 far as possible, syuare revenue with
the expenditure, and still save the sinking
Tund. We must try to make economies to
reelify the sinking fund and put wvs in
vredit. T am very troubled about the posi-
tion, If I were to vote for increased taxa-
tion I would be accentuating the posi-
tion imstead of trying to mend jit,  The
Honse should give & mandate to the Min-
istry that this drift should be stopped,

Hon. I'. Collier: Especially since the new
Natienalist platform provides for economy.

Mr. GARDINER: The people  would
gladly submit to taxation if that taxation
was to be earmarked and put with trustees
to pay off the deficit, and an assarance
given that the Governinent would live with-
in sight of their revenuc. We shall nol be
Justified in passing increased taxation that

- it may be spent in extravagance. Take the
- ratlways: L'or the first five months of last
vear the receipts were nearly £763,600, and
the expenditure £6140,000, showing a surplus
of £122,000, But for thc five months of
“1hig year the receipts have been £1,030,000,
wndl the expenditure £938,000, and so the de-
partment is only £02,000 Dbetter off, not-
withstanding the greatly increased freights
and fares. May [ ask how the Treasurer
thinks he is going to bulance? Ile antici-
pated that the extra revenuve from railways
would be £229,178. For the first five months
he has received am pdditional revepue of
£268,000, but iz still £15000 to the bail.
Surely this is the time when we should try
to balanec. We shall not balance by giving
extra spending facilities through taxation.
Moreover, we are faced with a Loean Bill of
ubout 314 millious. We know that Bill
provides a large sum which is to be lent to
us by the Commpnwealth Government for
repatriation, But what of the balance? TIn
addition to that Loan Bill, we have to pro-
vide £700,000 to again meet our defieit. I
may be wrong; the Treasurer may be a bet-
ter judge of the position than am I [ can
only take the figures given and make eom-
purison with the figures for the same period
of last year. When that Bill comes up,
seeing the difliculties of the loan market,
the Treasurcr will have to make quite a
Jdefinite statcment as to how he is geing to
finance, He will have to divide the ex-
penditure into produetive and non-produe-
tive expenditure, so that the Housc, if it
pusses that Loan Bill, may pass it with its
eyes open, knowing that the money we have
to borrow is going to make n material dif-
ference to our interest bill. Last year our
interest bill went up by £192,000, principally

on aceount of the soldier settlement, but
our sinking fund went up by only
£700, All we have to pay for sink-
ing fund is £315,141, The aceumu-

lations of our sinking fund are due to the
interest and to the buying of our stock nt
a redueed rate. AT that has to be taken into
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consideration in the accounting of our debis.
That sinking fund is provided to reideem cer-
tain loans at matority.

Hon. W. C. Augwin: That is all very good
to put up to the outside publie, but it is
searcely sound here.

Mr, GARDINER: The sinking fund ecosts
only £315,141 per annum. We also know that
when it comes to the redemption of the big
lean, which is in 1926, [ think—-—

ITon. W. C. Angwin: In 1927,

Mr. GARDINER: The stock we hold then,
and which we bought at a big discount, witl
have to be sold at a bigger discount, We
are getting an inerease in revenuve, aml a
great deal will he required to justify this
extra taxation. When I introdured my own
taxation measures I said my one objeet was
to produce as much taxation as would leave
mo only the sinking fund as wy defieit, and
that I would try by administration, by sav-
ings and economy, to produce that result.
We never have any expression of that kind
from the Treasury benches. C(an any mem-
ber say he is satisfied that the present oceu-
pants of the Treasury benches are trying by
cvery means to curtail their expenditure so
as to keep it within their income, or would
they rather he Jjustified in anying that the
converse has obtained! [If members go to
Ministers and receive promises from them,
the whip is out upon every member in the
hands of his constituents. !f the Treasurer
wants to pull throngh he should stop saying
‘¢Yes,*’ and say ‘*No,"” and see how he will
get an.

Mr. O'Loghien: ile gencrally has done sn
Iately.

Mr. GARDINER: ]| do net iuteud to vote
for the Bill, but will vote against it, as a
protest against any increascd taxation until
we have acen some attempt te reduce the ex-
penditure.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kunowna) [547]: As
[ Jistened to the specches of hon. members,
I could not help earrying my mind back 2
few years to the time when the parties now
sitting in the House ocenpied different posi-
tions. When the late (Governmeut came inmto
offica there was a balance sheet shown which
appeared to halance accounts. It was soon
discovered that we lhave unot hail a Govern-
ment sinee the Moore Government ‘which haos
heen able to make both ends meet,

The Premier: [t was done unee by the late
Mr. Wilson. 'That was the only time.

Hon. T" WALKER: When the debts, which
should have been paid, were met it was found
that this was not so.

The Premicr: There are always idebts out-
standing.

Hon. T. WALKER: They had not made
hoth ends meet,

The Premier: We found the uoncy.

Hon. T. WALKER: By the postporement
of payments.

The Premier: Not deliberntely.
£00.000 in your case,

We fonnd
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Hon, T. WALKER: | do not know how
this ean be done hy aceident. 1 will give the
Premier the full benefit of that, and say it
was an actual fae. that there was not a
squaring of the ledger during that time. If
the obligations of the year had heen met
there would still have been a defieit. We had
been poing to the bad right slong.  Gen-
erally spenking it is perhaps to be expected
in 2 young State like this, with such an area
to develop, and such enthusiasm on the part
of its scttlers to bring the covntry into culti-
vation, and te keep such factorics as we can
suatain in operation, we should go heyond our
capacities for the time being, that is our
finaneial resourees. We risked a lot, trusting
to nature to repair us by and by, when nature
in attended by the industry and faith of the
people, The Lakour Government in inangu-
rating certain new phages of development,
which have sinee proved of inestimable value
to the State and are now bringing in inereased
revenue instend of taking from the revenue,
were met with the ery, ““We will not allow
you a penny of cxtra taxation berause of
your exteavaganee; or pass any Bill that
You propose that adds to the burden of the
people of the State, beeause you eannot be
trusted with money.’” That was the charge
made from these benches. Amongst those
who joined in the ery and cndorsed it was
the present Treasnrer, Notwithstanding that
the woney was being spent in agriewltural
developnuent particularly to agsist the set-
tlers wpon the soil, and that it was being
spent for the purpese of opening up new
avenues of trade and eommerce, the ery was
““You are extravagant and we will not allow
you to handle woney at all, if we can pre-
vent it.”’ The Opposition at that time were
assisted by a DPress which to me appeared
utterly unscruplous in its presentation of the
facts to the people. Tt was made to appear
that the ocveupants of the Treasnry benches
were not only inexperienced, but wers lack-
ing in an honourable regard for the welfaro
nf the State, that they were buneeancers, and
we had sue's phrases in our daily Press as
“Orgies of exteavaganee and expenditure.?’
We have watched the years roll by since that
happened, and., though the Labour Govern-
ment adwministered the State at less eogt iu
proportion to the way it was administered
by their predecessors, it was on the cry of
the incapacity of the Labour (overnwment to
finance that they were turneld out of office,
Tho yecars have sped and the deficit, the bug-
bear, has ine¢reased mot gradually but by
leaps and hounds,

The Premier: You got up to £580,000
defieit in one year before you left.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No, it was £360,000.

The Premier: The year before you left.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No, it was £360,000.

Hon, T. WALKER: I believe £360,000
is the correct amount. The year before we
went out of office was an extravagant year.
Tt was the war year and not only the war
year, but immediately succeeding one of the
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most terrible droughts this country has cver
experienced.

The Premier: The deficit was £356,000,

Hon. T. WALKER: Iet the Premier
place that agsinst bhis deficit year after year
and remember that in onr last year of
office we were faced with teerible disasters,
this sudden stoppage of commerce in its or-
dinary route, the faet that the war had dis-
located cvery industry in which our people
were employed, and that all the machinery
went wrong.

The Premicr: 1 am rveferring to 1914-15,

Hon, T. WALKER: 1In that year war
was declared, and all this disorganisation of
industry took place. To accentnate it all we
had & terrible drought which nearly ruined
thode who werc new sgettlers upon the soil;
in faet, it did ruvin wany of them. There
were scores of farmérs who could not any
longer bear the burdens placed uppn them,
and had te throw up everything after years
of struggling, and seek other employment
and sources of existcnce. These faets ean-
not be denied and yet how creditably we
stood! As if there were some species of ill
luek attending Iabour, as it often does those
who are honestly actvated by a noble pur-
pose, they have often encountered adverscs
and diffieulties which d¢ not appear to come
to the reckless. There is a saying, and it
geems to he proven true in the history of
Governmeuts of this State, that the devil
takes care of his own, When this Govern-
ment or its predecessors——

Mr. Willeock: You are making them sit
up.
Hon. T. WALKER: It is the same Gov-
cenment with the same policy. When they
came inSp office in 1915 we had a hountiful
harvest.

The Tremier:
ofiice.

Hon, T. WALIZLL - 1 the Premier will
prove that he is in leagne with Providenee.

The DPreasder; You are proving it for me.

Hon. T. WALKER: T have heen sup-
plied by ihe member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Hon, W, . Angwin) with thz actual
figures of our deficit of the last yesr we
were in office.

The Premier:, I did not say the last year.,
T said 1914-15.

You #"raid Leep us in

Hen. T. WALKER: The Premier said
the Inst yoar.

The Premier: No, the year before.

Hon. T. WALKER: The actual defieit

was £346,223, I said that was the year sue-
ceeding the terrible set-back the State had
met with, T was remarking that the National
Government since they came into office have
had the good Iuck, nothing more, to carry
ot during the period when nature has been
bountiful.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
ereased taxation.

Hon, T, WALKER: Yes, they have also
been blessed with that assistance that in-
creased taxation has given them. In spite of
that there is not a year the National Gov-

Good secasons and in-
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ernment have been in office but they have
shown an infinitely worse position than the
Labour party showed.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Building up a monument
every year!

The Minister for Works:
very bad.

Hon. T. WALKER: They are bad. If it
was just for the Minister for Worka when he
st on this side of the House, and for the
Treagurer when he alsd sat here, to say ©“We
will not give the Treasurer any fresh taxa-
tion hecanse the country is going to the
bad,’’ how much more justifiable is it for us
to act as they did and say, “*We will not
give another penny or help you aleng any
further’’¢ Only this morning there ap-
peared in the newspaper a report of a pro-
gramme which is to be presented to the
electors in 1921,

The Premier:
taxation?

Hon. T. WALKER:
with it,

Mr. O'Loghlen: It means if you carry it
out there will be more taxation.

Hon, T. WALKER: Under the heading,
¢/ General, Subsection 5°' we find ‘‘Economy
and sound administration, seeuring to the
publie efficiency of service.’’

Hon. P. Collier: A drag net.

Hon. T. WALKER: ‘‘The fnll reward of
the worker for his industry.”’ That may not
touch particularly on this tax, but the por-
tion that I have read does.

Mr. O0’Loghlen: What have they done with
the money?

Hon. T. WALKER: What do the Govern-
ment mean by saying that in future, after
1921, they are going to be economical?

Mr. Pickering: It i3 about time they made
a start.

Hon. T. WALEKER: It is about time. Can
we trust those whose whole experience desig-
nates them as incapablef

The Premier: Do you object to our paying
£700,000 a year more in wages and salariea?

Hon. T. WALKER: s that not an extra-
ordinary question to ask when the Govern-
ment are already getting that amount, and
over, from taxation in every possible diree-
tion? Does the hon. member forget that the
deficit of the Labour Government was ocea-
sioned by that very means? One of the first
ateps of the Labour Government was to in-
crease the wages of the membera of the
police force. The Labour Government also
taised the standard of unskilled labour in
the community; higher wages were paid alb
round. In the lower ranks of the public
service wo increased the pay. We increased
the pay of the bottom dog, sc to speak, in
our railway serviee, We set the example,
we footed the Bill, and we should have pot
through had the war not come on, and had
we not experienced two years of disasters
in our production.

The Premier: 1 admit you had bad years.

Hon. T. WALKER: Do they not connt for
everythingd Look at the bountiful years

Things must be

What has that to do with
It has a lot to do
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that have followed, bountiful in wool and
wheat. In 1911 the Labour Government had
to face disaster, which in itself was extremely
savery, and they had also to face the disas-
ters of 1914 and 1915, whieh were the worst
known in the history of the State. There
have been no such disasters sinee. There has
been one continuous wpward tendeney in pro-
duction from that time. There bave been
better harvests, and wool has brought fabu-
lous prices up to now; yet with all that we
have gone down precipitately. And what
caused us to incur expenditure was the es-
tablishment of those things whiech woull
bring in revenue by and bye, We got none
of the advantages, For instance, the State
steamers, which were deeried night after
night by houn. members then sitting on this
side of the House——

The Premier: We are not getting much
from them now.

Hon. T. WALEKER: 'The hon. gentleman
must admit that he has made big profits
from the steamers. We had the wrong side
to bear; yet our losses were eomparatively
small. There should have been less expensive
administration after the war ecommenced, be-
cause in those ¢ircumstances that machinery
which ia constantly moving to keep the State
progressing, was unnecessary. The bulk of
our population were away; our able-Liodied
men were at the Front, and the expenditure
connected with that fecll mainly upon the
Commonwealth.

The Premier: That is wrong reasoning.

Hon. T. WALKER: Yet the cxpenditure
in the State went up by leaps and bounds.
I would like to be able to get my fingers
upon the real sources of that constant incre-
ment with practically the same staff, and
practically the same machinery that existed
in 1910. How it has become enormousiy
expensive, in gpite of the incrcaséd revenne
which was denied to us! We had a falling
ravenne. Now, in gpite of inercased revenue,
we are still drifting back at a faster rate
than was the case when we were introducing
all the machinery for the future advance-
ment of the State. I ean only conclude that
this iz due to lack of supervision on the part
of Ministers,

The Premier: Weo are losing largely on the
payment of interest on borrowed money.

Hon. T. WALKER: The Government ¢an-
not lose it all on that beeause interest had
always to be met.

The Premier: Not to the same extent.

Hon. T, WALEKER: I admit that, but how
is it the borrowed money has not overtaken
its producing capacity?

The Minister for Works: Yon know that
many railways cannot be expectod to pay for
o long time to come.

Hon. T. WALKER: Those railways are
not all losing propositions; they have been
built for development purposes,

The Minister for Works: They will pay
in time, as population increases.

Hon. T. WALKER: I wil! admit that rail-
ways account for & good deal of the Jefic-
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iency, but 1 cannot think that the normal
cireumstanees are suflicient to account for the
vxtraordinary slipping back we bave had
upun the railways. It is phenomenal how the
railways are betcoming a burden instead of
u henefit to the State, There must be some-
thing wrong somewhere, and I cannot ae-
count for it in any way other than in that
of management. It would appear fo me, re-
viewing the past, that there is a recklessness
-1 will not say wicked recklessness—but a
sort of earcless indifference as to how things
waork and as to how they drift, for that is
the word most in vogue on the part of the
Government. Things pass on from day to
day; the waruings are there of the misfor-
twes coming upon ws, and which are with
us,  Yet there is no resl effort made. I will
almit that whilst the member for Irwin (Mr.
(Gardiner}) was Treasurer there were some
slight attempts made at economy, ridiculous
attempts in iy opinion, some of them.

AMr. Pickering: They were attempls.

Hon. T. WALKER: 1 want to know
whether there has been a single attempt on
the part of the members of the present Gov-
crnment really to stop waste.

The Premier: I will tell you direetly.

Hon. T. WALKER: It will be a lesson for
me to learn. I eannot say that in a asingle
department there has been any serious effort
to avert waste and to utilise the funds of
the State to the best and the most productive
advantape. Tt scems to me that in eonaee-
tion with vouchers sent along or requests
wade for money, there is no inguiry and no
investigation. At least it would appear so.

The Minister for Works: How can you
say that unless you are iptimate with the
arrangements of tho department?

Hon. T. WALKER: I am not saying that
that is the aetual state of affairs; but there
is no evidence to the contrary. That is the
point I am making, and T repeat it would
appear to be the case. We know nothing;
we have not been told anything. If there
are serions efforts to stop this flow, the
House has not been” taken into the confid-
eteg o€ Ministers, )

The Minister for Works: Would you believe
them if they fold you?

tIon. T. WALKER: Ts the Minister for
Works so foolish as to ask such a thing?
if I were told anything on the autherity of
# AMinister, whose authority was supported
hy facts addneed in proof of the atatement,
T should be bound either to necept what was
told me or to prove myself a migerable fool.
I should expeet statements te be backed up
hy faets, hut we hnve not had any. The
House has not been told what is being done

to mect the difficulties that face us. No-
thing whatever has heen said. But, of
course, an easy way comes along now. Im-

stead of telling ns what they are doing to

curtail expenditure, and to provest wnneeces-

sary expenditure, the Government come for-

ward with & request that the House will

he good cnough to grant them greater sup-

plies, to give them more money, and we shall
remy
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get along for perhaps 12 months. Then
if they have the luck to come back again—
and for the sake of posterity and for the
State I trust they will not—wc shall be ask-
ed onee more ta go through the sume cere-
mony.  There are times which indicate
that the Government are quietly floating on
the indolent strcam, and one of the indicu-
tions is the complacency with which they take
the aggressions on the part of the Common-
wealth., I admit that the Minister for
Works madc an exceedingly pointed and
almost fiery speech the other night on that
subject, but it was at a very late hour—

The Minigter for Works; Will you follow
or lead me on the subject?

Hon, T. WALKER: I shall follow any-
oue who can take o rational view of the en-
croachment of the Federal authority upon
our finaneial resources.

The Minister for Works: Al right, [ will
remind you of that,

Hon. T, WALKER: It waus almost a spas-
modic outbreak on that occasion, and the
Minister's apeech was made on a motion by a
private member. Even now, no proposal
comes from the Government ss to how we
are to adjust matters in this regpect. . Yet
the phenorenon exists of the Federat Gov-
ernment taxing more of the resources of the
people of this State than the State Govern-
meant.

The Premier: Do you believe in unifica.
tion?

Hon, T. WALEER: The Premier knows
what I believe ip.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 1o 7.30 p.m.

Hon, T. WALKER: Before tea I wax
gpeaking about the apparent lack of egru-
cstness that the Government had exhibited in
combating the encroachments wupon the
finances of the State. When the Common-
wealth has had its helping, tlere is very
little left for this State to exploit for the
purpose of keeping itself financially floating
and progressing. If somc carnestness were
exhibited, if the services performed by this
Btate for Tederal purposes were properly
charged for, as would be charged any other
State-—and the Commonwealth after all,
in its relations to this State, iz only another
species of State; it is only another sover-
eipnty—and this State is always supposed
to have maintained its own sovereignty—
wé could go a long way towards meeting
our current expenses. But in  no sensc
whatsoever hns there been more than a mere
conversationnl protest at Ministerial con-
ferences against the absolute avarice and
unconeerned greediness of the Commeon-
wenlth, I am therefore at s loss to know
where there is any evidence of that boasted
economy and business aeumen and capacity
to balaree the ledger that has been adver-
tised by every Government that has assumed
office in this State since the Labour party
left the Treasury benches. There is no
carnestness of this, at all events no evident
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earnegtoess. [ am convinced that if there
were genvine carnestness, if there were a
desire to see where money could be obtained
for the usc of the Treasury without direct
or indireet tnxation upon the people, means
could easily be found; in fact the member
for Mount Maguet (Mr, Troy) has in-
dicated o uumber of channels which, if
exploited and utilised, would bring an enor-
moug revenue in the course of a little while
into the coffers of the State.  But all these
things are ignored; they are not even thought
of, not even conceived. The apparent aim
of the Government has been to keep the

Treasury  henches  filled with a  self-con-
tented body of inisters, open te re-
ceive  all  the glories  of their  dis-
tinguished poaition amd to pose as  leroes

without having a single heroie quality to
back them up. Thuat would appear to be the
position of the Government. I want to know
how my fricnds the Country party are going
to take the Government’s proposal to in-
crease taxation en land by 15 per cent., and
if not ou the land, then on the produce of
the harvest, [ know the Country party must
be awaore that especially in times of a boun-
tiful yield of nature they will have to con-
sider the general consumer. 'They cannot
always expect to maintain the high price
for wheat that obtains when onc half of
the world is blockaded against the other,
when commerece languishes for want of
shipping accommodation and when the
general ovenues of commerce have been dis-
organised and in some instanees destroyed
by the recent war, they oaunof cxpect, T
say, in normal times to maintain the priee
that obtained in war time under these un-
fortunate ciremmstances. They bave te lock
forward not only to the possibility of a
diminution in the price of their produnet bnt
alse to the fact that they will soon enter
inte competition with the great wheat pro-
ducing countries -of the world whieh, when
restored to their full activities, will make
the yield of Australin in eomparison wvery
insigoificant indeed. They have thercfore
to anticipate this, and yet they e¢an com-
placently support the Government who pro-
pose to maintain its present rate of reck-
less axpenditureg-——0

The Premier: That is a reckless state-
ment.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am using the lan
guage which was employed by the Premier
himself or his colleagues when they sat on
this side of the Touse.

The Premier: I do not think so.

Hon. T. WALKIER: T am certain of it.

Mr. Davies: But the times have changed
sinee then,

Hon. T. WALKER: That was the burden
of their song, not once but every night in
the week during a2 long session.

The Promier: Was it true, then?

Hon. W, C. Angwin: And it was in the
paper every morning.

Hopn. T. WALKER: The members of the
Country party can complacently support the
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Government, whe will do this, a Govern
who have enjoyed sources of prosperity
sources of revenuc and an abundance of i
that had never its equal in years gone by
There never was the revenune given to any
previows Government that has been giver
to the present Government.

My, Maley: Aod never the expenditure
either,

Hou. T, WALKER: What is the expendi-
ture? Where are the great public works
that the present Government were going to
miilertake?

Mr. Teesdale:
salaries?

Hen, T. WALKFER: The salaries are =
flea bite in comparison with the public
works. In our time salaries had to be paid;
increments were made before ever the pre-
sent Government fook office.

My, Tecsditle: A demand is being made
tor another million in wages now.

Hon. T. WALKER: It does not matter;
the present Government bave more than
that in the inerement of revenue they have
received.

Mr, Maley: The public works come out
of loan expenditure, not out of revenue.

Hon., T. WALKER: Not altogether,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Most of them.

Hon. T. WALKER: I admit that most of
the public werks are provided for out of
loan, bat whether out of revenue or loam,
are there any great works that should give
the Government the excuse for going fur-
ther behind the more they go ahead, slip-
ping back two feet for every foot they ad-
vance?

The Premier: You are quite wrong.

Hon, T. WALKER: I am not wrong. The
Government get more vevenue and they get
further bebind.

'The Premier: No.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is the position,
and this being so, I ask the supportera of
the Government what are they going to do
in face of a motion of this kind? How
they shricked when there was put inte prac-
tice the Governmernt’s proposal to increase
the revenue by imposing heavier railway
freights. All the farmers were to be Tuined.
They were the great

The Premier: Why talk fo the farmers?

Hon. T. WALKER: I am speaking to
the farmers beeause I want to know how
they will deal with this motion. I want to
solve their consisteney and see how they
will act with regard to their own pledges,
their own promises, and I may add their
own interests.

The Premier: You are a farmer.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am a farmer, but 1
ean dissociate mysclf from my own em-
ployment in the public interest when neces-
sary.

The Premier: So ean the farmers.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am speaking to the
farmers direet because they did ery out,
and loudly, too, when railway freights were
inercaged, in order that the Government

What ahbout the increased
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might have more money to spend or meet
the increment of wages. The farmers prae-
tically painted tbe future with the utmost
gloomy forebodings.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The more the Gov-
erament get, the more chey spend.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is so. What is
proposed now? It is not dnly proposed that
the farmers shall suffer the increment of
railway freights, which may not stop where
they are—for the railways are by no means
on a solid or square footing, and it is quite
possible that the farmer may have to foot
the bill to a larger extent with respeet to
railway service, and at no distant future,
cither—-hut it is proposed now that the lamd
shall he taxed 15 per eent, or, if farmers do
not come under classification, then their
harve-t, their income, shall be taxed 15 per
cont.

The Premier: Not boath,

lon, T. WALKER: T said one or the
other; it must fall upon the farmer.
In days of prosperity when the wheat market
ix Mourishing, they will have to pay the in-
erements due to their Iarger incomes, and
so the graduated income tax will fall heavily
npen them amd be ingreased Ly 15 per cent.

The Premier: How much is that?

1lon, T. WALKER: Tt does not matter
how mueh it is. Tt docs not help the farmer.

The D'remier: They all have to pay their
share.

ITon. T. WALKER: In addition to this,
the farmers have {0 pay the increasdéd
froipghts, This is the way thgz Government
are making their lot the harder. The Gov-
ernment propose to still further inerease the
burien on the farmers by charging 15 per
cent, super tax. Where is their consistency?

The Premier: What is taration for?

lfon. T. WALKER: ¥or the purpose of
meeting absolutely necessary expenses of
legitimate Government and for the purposes
of the development of the State.

Mon, W. C, Angwin: And for impesition
when the revenue is going down.

Hon. T, WALEER: But not for the pur-
pose of spending moncy without being able
to show onc single iota of benefit for the
State as a whole.

The Premier: That is not the position.

Hon. T. WALKER: It is s0. What is be-
ing done by the present Government is that
they are merely continuing the policy laid
down for them by previous Governments, buf
a8 time goes on, the present Government are
getting more and more into the lurch, not-
withstanding that during the past year so
much has been paid back to the Agrieultural
Bank, the Industries Assistance Board, and
in other directions, to an extent which ghould
have been cnough to entirely relieve the
sitbation. Doubtlesa the Premier will say
that the money has gone hack for vae arain,
The Labour Government had to start off by
finding the initial cost of the acheme; they
never had sueh returns as the present Gov-
ernment have secured.

The Premier: Yon had to Lorrow the
moncy.
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Hon. T. WALKER: And pay interest on it.
The present Govermment have been relieved
in that respeet, and yet the State is not one
iraetion better off. The Government have
come forward with their policy without show-
ing auy indications of practising eeonomy,
merely asking for morc money.

The Premier: Why do you oppose itt

Hon. T, WALKER: I cannot trust the
Government any more than they apparently
can trust the Lazbour Government. 1 have
mure grounds for wmy wmistrust of the pres.
ent Governwment, and therefore will vote
against the second reading of the Bill

Mr, HARRISON (Avon) [T7.48]: A Bil
anch as that under discussion is always un-
popular. What is the cause and necessity
for these increases? At the éommencement
of the scssion the Premier announced that
in his opinion there would be no necessity to
increase taxation this scssion. Very soon
atter the House met, we had a debate during
the course of which the general feeling
shown on both sides of the House was that
the longr waited for increments and advianees
to the c¢ivil servants wonld have to he made.
Legislation was brought forward and a bourd
was created to deal with this problem. The
board granted increases and the question
arose a5 to where the money to meet those in-
cereases had to come from, In common with
private onterprise aud cmployers geeerally
throughont the State, increased rates ol pay
were Lound to come in so far as the Govern-
ment departments were c¢oncerned, The em-
ployers throughont the State, in common -with
those in other parts of the weorid, made. »
demand for higher wages. That was pre--
divted and it has come to pass. The costs
have becn met by passing them on to the
general publie.  The increase in the cost of
food supplies has been lower in Western Ans-
tralia than anywhere else. The cost of
building material, wearing apparel and so on
has increased very conmsiderably, and the
worker has demanded inercased wages pro-
portionate to the inereased cost of living.
The inereases bave not besn met by the in-
creased value of production, and in counse-
quence the necessary funds to meet the
higher wages, have been taken by private
concerns from their reserves of eapital or
credit, The Government have had to fave
increased charges, and these have had to he
made up through inereased taxation. Men
employed on the railways, on our ghips, and
in such like undertakings can have their
increases met by having the extra cost passed
on to the vsers of those facilities. The Gov-
ernment have to make up the deficiency un-
der the genmeral heading, and it must come
from increased taxation. I do not kmow of
any fairer inerease than increased dividend
duty tax and income tax.

Hon, P. Collier: Or land tax?

Mr. HARRISON: If we agrce to increases
in the dividend duty and income taxes,
we will be doing something to meet our ob-
ligations. I do not mind from what sourcn
the income is derived. It is our duty to
share the burden of taxation. I. hawe lis-
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tened very earefully to the various speakers
regarding the cxtravagance of the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Davies: Alleged cxtravagance.

Mr. HARRISON: And T have waited to
hear from some member as to where this ex-
travaganec has been npparent. We caunot
lecrease the cduecation vote regarding pri-
mary education. If we are to retain in the
eivil service men who are efficient, they will
have to be given inercased salaries, bringing
them more into line with those offering out-
sifle the sorviee. It has been stated that a
lot of the cxpense oi settling men on the
land has resulted in an increase in capital cx-
penditure in the working of various depart-
ments. That increase has te be met from
some source. In Western Australia we have
fared as well if not better than the other
States. Qur finances have not gone to the
bad to as great an extent as in other States.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Which Statel

AMr. HARRISON: I suid in other States.

Ton. P. Collier: Whielr one?

Mr. HARRISON: They de not compare
favourably with this State.

Hon. . Collier: That is a bald state-
ment.  Give us faets.

My, HARRISON: I make the statement
becnuse 1 have tead certain veports and I
find that Western Australia has not gone
hack as rapidiy as other States and her posi-
tion compares favourably with theirs,

Yan. P. Collier: Where are your figures?

Mr. HARRISON: I will leave it to the
Treasury benches to give the hon. member
the figures.

The Premier: T will do so.

Mr. IIARRISON: They have been given
hy the Premier already.

Hon. P. Collier: When?

The Premier: Recently.

Mr. HARRISON: It is trve that the
roevenue has inercased but the costs of opera-
tions necessary to produce that revenue have
inerensed to a greater ratio.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The inerease applies in
the Lastern States as well.

Hon. P. Collier: The hon. member got
away from the Eastern States quickly.

Mr. IIARRISON: We have to face that
position and there is no better wuy in which
this ean he met than by the people who have
the money aceepting a larger share of the
burden. One member says that it will be the
farmers who will be ealled npon to pay the
heavier share, hut another says that the io-
dustrial community will have to pay the heavier
share. Tf the industrial section nre receiv-
ing inereased wages, it i3 their duty to cop-
tribute more oxtensively to the revenue of
tihe State than they have done in the past.

llon. W. (. Angwin: They are paying
more for iheir living than in thz past.

AMr. HIARRTSON: 'The cost of food pro-
ducts has not inereased at the same ratio as
Mmilding material or wearing apparel or
many other things.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Some have inereased
over 100 per eent.

[ASSEMBLY.

Mr. HARRISON: Tn some cases, ag much
as 200 per eent. Our taxation has not in-
creased in the same ratio. The State must
go akead, We cannot stop.

AMr. O'Loghlen: We are going headlong
to disaster.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
mueh longer to go.

Mr. HARRISON: Something should be
done to eurtail any cxtravagance that there
may he and one way in which it may be
achieved is in cvonneetion with over-manning,
In recent negotiations which the Government
had with the eivil servants, there was one
clanse which stated that there should be no
victimisation. If the (iovernment wcre to-
morrow to briug in retrenchiment of any sort
whatever, there is a section of the community
which would state that the Government were
practising vietimisation. [ advocated at the
time that there should be another board
working in eonjunction with the hoard which
was to be set up under the Public Serviee
Appeal Board Bill, which would see that we
had an eficient serviee and that fhe emolu-
ments would be adequate for the ser.ices
rendered. I maintained that such a board
would be beneficinl to the State and the gen-
eral community. While [ am supporting the
Government it will be my duty to support
that Government, until they are supplanted
by anuvther Government.

Ani they have not

Mr, PICKERING (Sussex) [8.0]: We have
been toll—and it is a fact—that the acen-
mulated deficit of the State amounts to
£4,674,379, and that the deficit for November
was £193,133. It is ohvious ihat in & coun-
try in such a position we muat face the farts.
In view of the present vondition of our staple
industrics, the outlook confronting Western
Australia is anything but cheering. The
State has had a very large wool clip, but we
find ourselves unoble to dispose of it. A
report in to-day’s ‘‘ West Australian’’ shows
that out of a total of 14,000 odd bales of
wool offered for sale yesterday, only some
4,000 were disposed of. That means that we
were unable to sell fully 10.000 bales of woel.
A sgtrike which occurred recently in Fremantle
caused this State a loss of thousands of
pounds by necessitating the pestponement of
of sales of hides and skins. In the petato
tndustry we find a big harvest but no avenue
for its disposal.  As regards the fruit in-
duatry, there is a prospect of disposing of
a good deal of the erop in England, but the
harvest of apples is likely to be small. As
regards the butter industry, we are unable to
supply the full demands of this State. and
in eonscquence there lias arisen the positiom
which lately caused so much dispute and
argument in this Chamber, namely, that of
baving to raise the price of butter in order
to cnable the Eastern States to put hutter
on pur market. The wiuing industry, one of
the most important of our industries, is in
a most parlous condition. Sueh, briefly re-
viewed, is Western Australia’s position to-
day. Were it not for the wheat industry,
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which has practically proved the saving of
Wegtern Australin, our position would be
very much more gorious.  Speeial attention
was drawn to the farming industry by the
member for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker), who
endeavoured to prove that the farmers are
anxious to shelve the responsibility devolving
upon themn to bear their burden of taxation.
But the farmers have had inflicted upon
them, by way of extra taxation, two severe
increases in railway freights.  Those in-
creases were made with a view of meeting
the incrensed demands on the Railway lle-
partment in the form of higher wages. lur-
thor, we find that those avenues of taxation
which were considered to be reserved to the
State Parliaments have been cneroached npon
by the Commonwealth Government. Thus
the avenues for new tasation offering them-
sclves to any Western Australinn Treasurer
are very limited. During an earlier debats
in this House—1I think it was on the Address-
in-reply—I quoted from Professor Atkineon
regarding the steps taken to meet the desper-
ate financial situation in England. T adve-
cated then that we should follow the English
lines for the purpose of overcoming our own
financial difficulties. I should be inconsistent,
therefore, if T were to vote against this mea-
sure of increased taxation. Whilst 1 shall
rocord my vote for the Government, T have
i few words to say about their administra-
tion. Wo have had almost definite promises
From the Government that they would look
through the various departments of the pub-
lie serviee with a view to retrcnchment. I
have stated both im this House and in the
Press that 2 reduction of 33 per cent. counld
be made in the public service as a whole.

Mr. O'Lovhlen: Buat that was just a gness.

Mr. PICKERING: Tt waa a pguess. 1 have
alwnys advocated that proper remuneration
should be given to the public service, but I
have also advocated a thorough re-organisa-
tion of the service. If the Government de-
wire the continued support of members sitting
behind them, they must give an earnest of
their intentions in that dircetion.

The Premier: We have increased work in
some departments.

Mr. PTCKERING: But decreased work in
other departments. It iz generally aceepted
throughout Western Australia that our pub-
lic mervice is out of all proportion to our
needs.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The Government do not
say that, and they ought to know.

AMr. PICKERING: Ever since I have heen
in Western Australia I have heard the ery
that the public service is overmanned. I
have always been an advocate of a revenune
tariff, and a resident of this State who advo-
eates a revente tariff finds himself in rather
a peculiar position when he has, to advoeate
direet taxation. T believe in direet taxation
g0 long as one relies on direct taxation en-
tirely, but T do not believe in direct taxation
whilst we have to suffer under a prohibitive
tariff.
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Mr. Mullany;: This House dogs not contral
the tariff. Why talk about the tarifi?

Mr. PICKERING: The member for Mt.
Magnet (Mr. Troy) to-night remarked that
133 millions sterling were eollected through
the Customs. Unfortunately we do not feel
such taxation in the same way as the taxation
under the measure now submitted by the
Premijer. Indirect taxation gocs up by leaps
and bounds, but one dees not notice it to the
same extent as one notices direct taxation.

Mr. Mullany: This House has no coutrel
whatever over the tariff.

Mr, PICKERING: 1 know that just as
well as the hon. member interjecting knows
it; but the member for Mt. Magnet advo-
cated the nationalisation of our banks, the
competition of a State bhank with the Com-
monwealth Bank, and State insurance and
State trusteeship. I am opposed to the cs-
tublishment of a State bank beeause T be-
lieve that it would be impossible to introduce
such 3 bank under the provisions governing
the Commonwealth Bank. However, T think
there is8 much in some of the other pronosals
of the member for Mt. Magnet. 1 regret that
that hon. member seems to think that the
loans floated for the war were expended
majinly in the interests of Great Britain.

Mr. Troy: I did not say that. I said,
in the interests of the people who cxploited
the Australiang duriug the war.

Mr. PICKERING: I thought I was put-
ting a generous interpretation on the hon.
member’s remarks. I consider that any
money raised by way of loan for war pur-
poses wag raised as much for Australia as
for any other part of the British Empire,
[f anything serious happencd to the British
Empire, Australia would be in a very bad
way indeed. An avenue of taxation which
I would prefer to sce the Treasurer make
use of is taxation of unimproved land.
I favour that because I consider no man
has the right to hold land if be does not
improve it up to the requirements of the
Lands Department, or even beyond those re-
quirements, We know that there are large
areas throughout the State which are not im-
proved to the extent they should be under the
Land Act. In my opinion a tax on unim-
proved land wonld meet with the general ap-
proval of the citizens of this State

Mr, Maley: There is guch a tax to-day.

Mr. PICKERTNG: But it is not cffective.
We know that our railways were never in
a worse condition than they are to-day.
Permanent way, rolling stock, buildings, and
all othar phases of the railway svatem. are
in such a condition as to call for the expen-
diture of a considerable sum of money. Al-
though T nuaturaliy rvesent the fixing of rail-
way freights in the form of taxation with-
out this House havirg an opportunity of
voicing its opinion in that regard, I appre-
ciate that if the railwavs are to be run with
safety and advantage to the people of this
State they must be maintained in proper
working order. T helieve that the Treasurer
is anxious mot anly to keep the deficit within
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bounds, but to reduce it; and I take it
that this measurc of taxation is one intend.
ed for the purpose of placing the finances
of Western Australin in a better position.

Mr. Johnston: . Why not earmark the taxa-
tion for that purpose?

Mr. PICKERING: We cannot do that.
It has been suggested that monmey raised
from the taxing of unimproved land
should be cearmarked for the reduction of
railway freights. One reason why [ am
against such a scheme is that I do not be-
lieve it possible to carmark revenue for such
a purpose. 1 welcome the exemption of
£200 proposed by this Bill. Refcrence has
been made to the beuntiful years of the last
deende. Those bountiful years, I regret to
say, have introduced amongst the people
habits and costoms which have generated
an excessive cost of living.,  If the people
were prepared to make sacrifiers, and to as-
wist the State in every possible direction,
many of the difficultics contronting Western
Australin to-day wonld le speedily overcome,
But the whole trend of our people—-and 1 do
not exeept myself from this statement—is
to live up to the last halfpeany.  Everyone
of uy onght to realise that the Government
representing this State are faced with ser-
jous obligations, serious diffieulties, amd
serioug problems.  We should be in carnest
in the desire to help the present Government,
or any other (overnment, to restore the fi-
uanees of Western Austealia and to place
the public service on a business footing, I
am prepared fo support any Government
in any legitimate taxation introduced for the
purpose of straightening the finances.

Mr., WILLCOCIKK (Geraldton) [8.14]: I
do not want to labour the questibn after it
has been spoken to by several members, but
I desire to remark that we on this side of
the House think the Goverament, in intro-
ducing this measure, shonld have intimated
an intention to bring down another measure
providing reasonable excmption, se that the
people who are hearing an unfair burden
of taxution may have that burdem removed
at least to Some extent. We know very
well that during the past two or three ycars
the eost of living has inereased very rapidly,
mneh more rapidly than wages, whieh have al-
ways lagged behind  the eost of Jiviag,
Nevertheless we find the people who have
very small incomes continuing to pay ex-
cessive taxation without any attempt on the
part of the Government to alleviate the posi-
tion. The cxemption shonld be at least £200,
and the allowance for children £52. I should
Le more favourably disposed towards the
taxation proposals of the Government if the
Government would amend the Asgessment
Act to alter the incidence of taxation, which
is most unfair on people in reeeipt of incomes
of only £200. This injustice should not be
perpetuated year by year,

Hon. T. Walker: Some people pay taxa-
tion in many forms, apart altogether from in-

. como taxation,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes. Unly the other
day I Jearnt that the amount of Customs
dues collected throughout Australia for Sep-
tember equalled 10s. per head of the popu-
lation. Thus a man with the average family
of a wife and three children, had to pay £2
10g, in taxation for September alone, and on
top of this we ask a man on £4 a week to
pay income tax, allowing him only £26 for
cach child. 1t has been sugpgested that the
assessment of the primary producers’ taxa-
tion should be spread over a period of years,
1t it is to apply to anybody, that system
should be applied to all. Why should the
primary producers be singled out for the ad-
vantage! They have their misfortunes, it
is true, but, after all, mizfortunes fall impar-
tially wpen every scction of the community.
The wage-earner in some years will earn a
considerable income, while in other years he
will get little or nothing. I remember one
man who, losing his employment, was out
about fowr months. Applying for a job, he
was expecting a letter in reply. A lett 'r came,
but on opening it be feund to his consterna-
tion that it was a demand for income tuxa-
tion amounting to £2 lus. Tf we make ex-
emptions, let the exemptions appy to all
Casual workers in particolar have their full
shure of finaneial mixfortnnes, notwith-tand-
ing which tiey are culled npon to pay their
gnota of taration. The Government ought
to introduee an amendmont of the Assoss-
ment Art which will give consideration to
those on small wages. 1t is impossible for o
wan in reeeipt of wages below the Dbread
line, say, £3 weekly, and having a wife and
children to keep, to puy income tax and skl
live with any reasonable degree of deceney.
In common deceney such 2 man ought to be
relieved of his taxation burden,

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [8,20]: I agree
with what the hon. member has said in re-
gard to the man on very low wages. Such a
man should have full consideration. At the
samg time, when the hon, member, referring
to the proposal to spread the assesasment of
the primary producer’s taxation obligation
over a series of years, declares that all see-
tions of the community should be placed on
the same footing, his reasoning, I think, is
scarcely sound, Take 1914, when we had
the dronght. Many a man lost almost every-
thing. Tn the following year thase men had
a pretty good harvest, and were taxed on the
lot, no consideration being given for their
losses of the preceding year.

Mr. Willeock: In 1916 many workers were
walking about the country looking for jobs.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The leader of the
Opposition stated that during the war
Aunstralia did not shoulder her taxation
burden in the way in which other coun-
tries, particularly Great Britain  did.
Great Britain’s war debt was reduced
by 200 millions, levied from the people by
way of taxation in addition to revenue suffie-
ient to meet the annual requirements of the
country. Before the war was over Great
Britain set abont reducing the war debt,
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whereas Australia pursued a directly oppos-
ite course, borrowed all she could, and Te-
frained from levying inercased taxation on
those people who could afford it, passing the
whole burden on to posterity. That is rather
against the argument the hon. member used
when opposing taxatien. {ie then said that
in the past we had not Leen doing our duty,
that we xhoull have started long apge. Yet
he says he is opposed to taxation at the pres-
ent time, Why? In 1919-20 the amount pro-
duced from taxation was more than double the
amount produced three years earvlier, with
w further £43,000 added on. How are the
Giovernment to satisfy the people fhat reas-
onable steps are being taken to meot this
gradnally increasing out-going?! Of course

taxation is wever popular. The farmer
does not want inereased taxation.
Whilst T suppert the second reading,

I am ijuclined te repeat the demand that
there shull he efficient economy in adminis-
tration. This ery has been heard cver sinee
the war started. Attempts were made dur-
ing war time to bring about economical work-
ing in the departments, I do not know
whether we are slipping back into the old
ways again, whether the attempt to intro-
duce cconomy has been disearded, but cer-
tainly we do not see very much evidence of
atterapts at ceonomising. A board should e
appointed to see that we get a fair return
for the money disbursed through the publie
serviee. I understand that something like
£680,000 is required for inercuses lawfully
granted to the serviee. That monex has to
be found. Fn these cirenmstances I do not
set how members can oppose the Bilk

Mr, HICKMOPT (Pingelly) [8.26]: T am
inclined to oppose the sceond reading. Where
is this thing going to end? A few momths
ago we were told by the Premier that it was
not his intention to impoese additional taxa-
tion, We are now told that the all round
inereases in salaries, amounting  to  some
£720,000, have conipelicd the Premier to re-
consider his plans. There iz an agitation
for a further invrease in wages and salaries,
and a numher of unions throughout the Com-
monwealth are holding meetings with the
intention of enforcing the findings of the
Pasic Wage Commission. So in all proba-
hility in the near future we shall have to
face further faxation in order to meet in-
ereased wages, T do not know whether it is
competent for the State Government to take
in hand any measure that will give us a re-
duetion in the cost of Living. That seems to
me the only way of solving the difficulty. as
soon as inerensed wages are granted, the cost
of commodities goes up and the wage carners
are in no hetter position than before,

Hon, T. Walker: Very often they are in
a worse position

Mr. HICKMOTT: Yes, for the business
people add sufficient to their prices to put a
Yittle in their own pockets over and above
the cost of incrcased wages. I aympthise
with the Government in their position. 8till,
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ever since [ have been in the House it has
heen complained that no steps are taken to
cconomise. Members and the public have
ever agreed that there is room for economy in
the various depariments,

The Premier: Reom cverywhere,

Mr. MICKMOTT: We have heard that
from various Ministries and warious Treas-
urers,

Ilen. P. Collier: We were told that every
day in the week when we were in office.

Mr, HICKMOUIT: I remcmber Alr. Sead-
dan; when Premier, bringing forwurd the tax-
ation proposal. I oppoesed it

Hon. P. Collier: On the grounds that we:
ought to economise.

Are, HTCKMOTT: Yes, and the Premier
shool! give some renson for the increased
taxation and say what he intends to do with
the moaey.

Hon. P Collier: They drafted a platform
of cconomy,

Mr. HICKMOTT: The inereased freights
and fares more than cover the inercased rise
in wages, Tf that be so, the very large
increase in divect taxation proposed by the
Government scems hardly to be warranted,
While T am somewhat in sympathy with the
Government, T should not be doing my duty
i€ T supported further direet taxation ot
present,

The Attorney (eneral: Yon ave opposed
to any income tax at all?

Mr. HICEMOTT: We already pay both
Iand and ineome tax. I have paid both my-
self, although it is said we ounly pay the
larger of the two. JMueh bas becn said about
the unimproved land values taxation, That
may be a good tax but no one has thrown
any light on the subject. We have not been
told where it has been put into practice and
we do not uvnderstand it.  Therefore, we
cannot support it. 1 know of no country
where that tax is in vogue. It sounds very
plangible, but we must know more about it
before we ean vote for it, It i3 said it will
gllow the farmer to go almost geot free, If
the land owner is not to be affected Dy i,
I do mot sce how the tax can he collected.
It is an old iden that the people of the cities
will pay the bulk of this tax, but no one has
yet explained that the merchant and the
landed proprietor in the city will not pass
the tax on to the genernl public by way of
commodities in general. Wge are not in a
position to vote for or support a measure
we know so little about. T am not inclined to
support the seeond veading of this Bill

The PREMIER (Houn. J. Mitchell—
Northam—in reply) [8.33]: T do not
understand how members c¢an sit through
a session like this and not know what
has happencd.  The last speaker does
not know that there have been any econo-
mies. He does not know what has hap-
pencd and will not vote for the measure.
He does know there has been inercased ex-
penditure in the way of salaries and wages,
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but will not provide the amount necegsary
to pay for them.

Hon. P. Collier: Hc knew you bad in-
creased the railway rates.

The PREMIER: Hon. members admit
that the money bas to be paid, but will not
take any hand in finding it. They have
said there have been no economies. What
do they mean? Evidently the member for
Pingelly (Mr. Hickmott) means the sacking
of eivil servants, reducing cxpenditure, hav-
ing no regard for the result of such redue-
tion. Leonomy, however, means the ex-
penditure of money in the doing of good
works, The hon, member says I can spend
money in his distriet to advantnge. Other
members say the same. Take any district
but that of any particular hon. member!

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is hardly fair,
1t applies all round,

The PREMIER: Every hon. member knows
that the position has changed in the last
18 months. A yenr and a half ago there was
stagnation, trouble, unemployment, and de-
pression everywhere. They know these
things are now gone, and that we have had
probably the moat successful year the State
hae ever known. There is no unemploy-

ment. Thousands of men wio were out of
work 18 months ngo are now at work,
Eleven thousand soldiers who have come

hack since are also at work,

‘Mr. Troy: It is known that the timher
indusiry has a big move on.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tt is known that the
revenue has increased.

The PREMIER: Hon. members know that
the increased expenditure has been worth
while.

Mr, Troy: In doing whatt

The PREMIER: In making the country
prosperous and the people content and well
paid. 1 told the House there would be a
leficit at the end of the year, June, 1921,
of £399,000, a reduction of £269,000 on the
ileficit of last vear. T still say that will he
the result, Since 1T made that statement
there have been considerable inereases, an
inercase of £720,00 a year more in wages
and salariex than was paid before I became
Premigr. T will show what the increascd
railway freights amount te. I am going to
ask the House to grant inerensed taxation
in order to pay inereased salaries and wages.
1 am entitled tn do this. Those who vote
against it will be doing wrong, In 1919
there was an award which meant an addi-
tional expenditure of £2350,000 on the men
employed at that date. On that oceasion
we imposed udditional freights and faves
amounting to £244,000.

Hon., P. Collier: More than that accord-
ing to the report.

The PREMIER: 1 can only give the Housc
the figures given to me,

Mon. P. Collier: T can only take the fig-
ures from the reports of departments.

The PREMTER: I am talking about the
railways, That left a shortage of £6,000,

[ASSEMBLY.]

‘Hon. P, Collier: Does the Premior say
the Commissioner of Hailways produecs
false information to the House?

The PREMIER: No.

Hon. P. Collier: The figures do not corres-
pond with your figures.

The PREMIER: The leader of the Oppo-
sition does not read them aright. This year's
award means £310,000 expenditure for the
year. The member for Kanowna (Hon. T.
Walker) says we should not have inereased
taxation or any inerease at all beeause our
revenuce is more than it was, That sum of
£310,000 in wages has to be male up, We
aball increase freights and fares £260,000
this year, showing a shortage of £50,000.
Owing to the inereasctd cost of coal, as the
result of the recent award, the expenditure
on that has gone up £30,000, Notwith-
standing increases in freights in fares, we
are £86,000 this year short to meet the in-
crease granted by these various awards. Tt
has been pointed out that the defieit for the
first five months of this year was £587,000,
as against £5672,000 last year, an increase ot
£15,000, In November the railways paid
out £184,000, due to back pay,-ete., and
£15,000, due to the increased cost of coal,

more than was the case in November,
1919. On railways last year the surplus was
£28,000, This year there was a short-

age of £88,000, a difference of £116,000,
This is partly due to the fact that we
have had te pay increased wages from
May, 1919. We have not been able to col-
leet the increased freights owing to the fact
that the award was not delivered until
September, and the increases were not made
until after that, We shall get the increasexs
in for the next half year: The expenditure
has inereased by £490,828 for the firat five
months, That is not zll expenditure on the
ordinary functions of Government. On the
railways there is an inerense of £207,000,
and under speeinl act, interest and sinking
fund a sum of £108,000.

Hon, P, Collier: Tt seems to me tbe Rail-
way Department ¢an put in any figures that
are required.

The PREMIER: 1
figures T want.

Hon. P, Collier: The Railway Department
can  supply  figures  whieh suit any argu-
ment.

The PREMIER: 1 did not ask for them,

Hun, P, Collier: The figures sct out in the
report of the department da not correspoud
with vours.

The PREMIER: That may be due to the
fact that mine are revenue figures and the
athers are figures published in the railway
retur, Other items of increase are wages
and salaries in every sdepartment. Thexv
two items cover a great deal of the expendi-
ture.  Tn the tromways there has heen all
sorta of expenditvre over which we have no
control. The more work there ig to do the
more money we earn and the more moncy
has to be spent. The revenue increasad
by £475,734 for the firat five months

do mnot deseribe the



[7 DEcemser, 1920}

of the year, The railways were responsible
for £267,000 of that increased revenue. It
cost £297,000 to eam £267,000, yet the
inember for [rwin (Mr. Gardioer) would
have this House believe that this is revenuc
collecting and money I have to spend, That
is not the case. It costs £30,000 more to
earn the revenue than the revenue amounted
to, The revenue has been buoyant. I told
the House it would be so and that T expected
it would be owing to incrensed aetivity.
Lot the country stay where it was 18
months ago and see where the revenue
would have eome from, Tf we had had this
£720,000 additional wages and salaries to
pay I8 months ago, the defieit would have
heen at least 1% million, !

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
raised the rates.

The PREMIER: Yes, but the railways
wouid not have had the traflic and these in-
creascs would not have earned so mueb.
The deficit to the end of this year should be
£€309,000. I want to point out that the
defieit is larger in the first half of the
year than in the aceond, particularly during
the first five months. TFor the first halt
yvear 1916-17 the deficit was £566,000, that is
between June and Deeember, as against
£132,000 for the next six mounths, January
to Junc; in 1817-18 it was £457,000 for the
first half year and £248,000 for the second
hatf; in 1918-19 it was £406,000 and £245,-
000 reapectively; and last year the defieit
waa £603,000 and £64,000 respectively. T
anticipate this year will be far more fav-
ourgble than last year, The expenditure on
the railways is, of course, heavy, Teor in-
stance, in 1919 we spent £640,835 in five
months and the revenue was £762,911, show-
ing a surplus of £132,076. The expenditure
for the eorresponding period of this year was
£038,324, but the revenue was £1,030,515,
leaving a surplus of £92,191, [ just mention
that to show what must happen in connec-
tion with our husiness concerns. Of course
if we get more revenue we have more expen-
diture. T want to make it vlear that T do
cxpect the balanec which T predieted in my
Budget. For the last seven months of the last
financial year the expenditure on the rail-
ways was £1,368,990 while the revenue was
£1,512,515, the surplus being £143,525. This
year in the same period we expect to spend
£1,612,000 on the railways and we expect to
rocoive £1,970,000; the surplus being £358,-
000, or £214,475 more than that of last year.
Of ecourse there will bhe considerably in-
creagsed traffie. T sinecrely believe that re-
sult will be avhieved. What I am anxious
to do of course is to show how we are likely
to finish up with régard to the defieit. T do
not think it should go out from hon. mem-
bers that the position is as they have stated,
without the assurances which I have made
being credited. It is quite easy to come here,
ag the member for Kanowna has done, and
tell the House thers has been no cconomy,
that there have been no signs K of economy,
and that conditions have drifted from bad
to worse. It is true that we are £587,675 to

You would have
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the bad up to the present time, but as I have
told the House, we expect a surplus of
£358,000 on the railways. This will reduce
the amouont to £329,678, We are agking for
£30,000 additional taxation which will fur-
ther reduce the amount to £149,675. We ex-
pect, of course, in seven months to go to the
bad excluding the railways to the ex-
tent of £250,000 which makes the £399,707
that 1 have mentioned 8o often to-
night. That is just how the result will be
achieved. I have toldd the House that we
have to pay inercased wages and sala-
ries to the extent of £720,000. Of that
amount £530,000 is being paid to the rail-
ways, £30,000 to the civil servants, £75,000
to the school teachers, £25,000 to the police,
£30,000 to the Public Works Department,
and £10,000 to the Water Supply Depart-
ment. Apart from the railways there has
to be made good in increased interest
£194,719. If we add that to the £80,000 we
got £270,000 which has to be made good and
yet hon. members would hesitate to give me
£80,000 additional taxation. When I brought
down the Budget I did say that it was not
proposed to impose fresh taxation, but when
the railway award was given wo were ob-
liged to impose additional fares and freights
and I stated that increased taxation sould
have to follow as well. There is no cvidenee
that there has not been care in the adminis-
tration of the affairs of the State. Teo get the
£270,000' I am asking for £80,000. I have
stated that we shall reduce the deficit of
last year by £2068,000. There must therefore
be economy and good management to show
that rcsult.

Mr. Willcock:
revenue.

The PREMIER: Increased revenue docs
not come from good management alonc.

Mr. Willcock: From good seasons.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: And more ship-
ping.

The PREMIER: Hon. members would
have us believe that the devil looks after his
own.

HMon. W. C. Angwin: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: It is a fact that we
have people who are better off and who are
responsible for the inereased revenue. Nof
a penny additional revenue ean be got ex-
eept of course by increased profits earned by
the people and ineregsed activities on the
part of the people. Of course all expendi-
ture finds some reflection in the eredit hal-
anee. So when people are active, and when
trade is brisk we must get more revenuve, hut
it costs more as welll The member for
North-East Fremantle says thgt we have in
creased shipping. Of course that is so be-
cause we have plenty of timber and plenty of
wheat to ship. Fremantle is a busy place
beecause of the activities of the baek coun-
try, It is casy to say that there has bheen
no economy, but I should like to tel! the
House that if the position was as it was 18
months ago, we could dispense with a good
many civil servants, but if we inerease the
work of the departments for the good of the

You have increased the
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country we must have eivil écr\'auta to do the
work, Take the Titles office. We find there
a tremendous inerease in the volume of work.
‘ Mr. Money: The department pays well,
00,

The PREMIER: Of course. The Attor-
ney General informs me that the work in the
titles office is nearly doubled. When peo-
pPle are active, and then thers is business
doing we find them at the titles office, If
buginess iz dull and depressed, the titles
oftice is deserted.

Hon. W. . Angwin: There has been a
lot of changes in titles lately.

The PREMIER: T know. The hon, mem-
ber told us that it was due to soldier scttle-
ment. That is so but only to some extent, The
activities there arc a reflection to sowme ex-
tent of the activities of the people. Tn the
Landa Department, too, the work is doubled,
but the same staff are eawrrying on the duties
imposed on them. We ecnmiot handle pre-
perty in a great country like thia without
spending money. This House decided that
every acre of pastoral land should be classi-
fied. The year before I assumed office there
wore classified 14 million acres of pastoral
land. Last year we classified 100 million
aeres and fer the last five months 48 mil-
Hon acres were appraised. Oan this work he
done without spending money? Of course
not.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: From what have the
agricultural lands been elassified?

The PREMIER: Out of ordinary rev-
enue. Where else dees the hou. member think
I got the money from? Does he believe 1
stole it?

Hon. W. (. Angwin:
word for it.

The PREMIER: 1 Qo not know that T
need labour the question mueh meore. J must
however, say a word or two in reply to some
of the asscertions which have been made to-
night. The member for Trwin ecriticised my
administration of the Treasury, forgetful of
the faet that he himself when Treasurer hinl
a deficit of E706,000 and which in 1918-19
was £652,000. T was associnted with him at
that time tor a period of three months. lle
told the House that when he imposed addi-
tional taxation it was iu order to hring the
amount of the deficit to the total of the
sinking fund. JTe got the taxation and he
did reduce the deficit of the previeus year
Ly £534,000, but his deficit was still £652,000
as against the deficit of 1919-20 of £665,000.
I do not understamd it, because those ycars
were not years of aetivity at all,  The war
was on and it had just ended and the people
were not back. There was not mueh oppor-
tunity to do things. If we can achieve such
a result ag T think we are entitled to say
we have achieved during the past 18 months
without geing to the bad very much, I think
we have done something with which we shonld
be aatisfied. The membgr for North-East
Fremantle knows better than the hon. member
for Irwin just what happened and juat what

I will take your
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is happening now. The people of the State
also know just what is happening. We are of
course obliged te spend money in the pre-
paration of the country for scttlement and
tor the development of new industries. The
member for Kanownun eritivised the work of
the Government and he was rather unfortim-
ate in comparing the past four years with the
four yettrs period in which he oveupied a seat
on this beneh, L remind him that whilst taxa-
tiou has increased, interest amdl sinking fud
has alse increased by o like amonnt, It i
true that some of the works that were je-
spansible  for fthe imerease in infurest vx-
pendituee are now coming into  profitable
uge, but not all of them, 1 alao tell the
House that we have borrewed largely for sol-
dier settlement, and up to date the ravenue
for this has Dbeen Jebited with £100,000,
That £100,000 should of comrse not be there.
I am satisfied that the position wilt be as T
have stated. T admit memhers have a right
to ask for an explanation. They bave a
right to know what we ave going to do with
the ndditional money that we are asking tor,
but T want them to believe and the country
tn believe ns well, that every Minister is
doing his best to cconomise, Tf economy
means cutting down things and stopping all
development wi ave ecevtainly not praetising
economy, but if it means spending money
wisely and achieving good results, then we
are practising ceonomy. [ hove shown that
we are not only gaing te o better this year
to the extent of £269,000 in moncy, but that
we are achieving substantial vesults. If this
State had wot bren lifted ount of its diffieul-
ties to presperity and aetivity, T should not
he oecupying this position to-night. I feel
that | am entitled to ask for thiz money. T
feel that T am entitled to tell the people that
we lhave managed the affnirs of this State
well and cconomically during the last 18
months, Tt would be very difficult to per-
suade me that any other Government could
have done as well,

Ton. W. €. Angwin: T agree with yon
there.

Ton. . Collier: T am sorprised at your
modesty.

The DPREMIET: Tt would ecertainly De

diflicalt to perswule the people that umy
other Government could have Jdone as weil,

MHon. W, (. Angwin: Do not make any mis-
take abont that.

Tlon, T Collier: We shall see what TLeonora
says next week, That will be the first test.

Mr. Teesdale: We had a test the other
day—the municipal eleetions.

on, L. Collicr: That was a great test -
on a property vote.

The PREMIER: T am not ¢oncerned abont
the test at Leonora.

Hon. P. Collier: Yon are
vourself to that?

The PREMIER: I am satisfied to leave it
to the pcopte of this country. Memhers
should not forget that 18 menths ago T had

not committing
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& deputation £from men who were unew-
Moyed. To-Jay [ amn receiving deputations
who require men,

Mr. Davies: There are fewer unemployed
in Western Aunstralia than in any State of
the Commonwealth,

The I'REMIER: AMewmbers nlso forget that
we have had to settie thousands of soldiers
on the land.

Mr, Troy: Not thousands.

The FREMIER: Yes, over 3,000.

Mr, Troy: They have only taken over the
furms of establishod settlers.

The PREMIEK: I hope that I have said
suflicient to convinee even the member for
Pingelly (Ar. Hickmott) that it is his duty
to vote for the Government. May I Dbriefly
reter to u saving which can be coffected; it
14 in eonneetion with the coflection of this
tux,  We wish to practise economy and save
people a3 mueh trouble as we possibly can.
The  Pederal  Tuxation Comnussioner has
been  conterving with the BState Taxation
{'ommissioner and with me, and 2 scheme
has been ¢velved whereby the Federal Gov-
ernment will undertake the colleetion of the
land and income tax. The agreement is now
being eonsidereld; it has not yot been final-
isel.  ‘The proposal is that the llederal
tipvernment  should colleet our taxes for
une-third of the present cost. The present
vost is nbout £35,000, so that we shall save
two-thirds of that amount if the Iederal
Government do the work. I should not like
to undertake to colleet the Federal taxation
for £12,000, and if T Jdid make the offer T
am afraid they wonld not'aceept it.

“Hon. W, (L Angwin: Tlo you owe them
any money?

The PREMIER: No.

Hon, W. . Angwin: T though that if
you il they might keep the money evllected
as a sct-off,

The PREMIER: If members look at the
proposed  agreement they will see that we
preserve the sovercign rights of the State by
appeinting the State Taxation Commissioner
as the Commissioner of Taxation.

Mr. Troy: Who is the Commissioner?

The PREMIER: Jr. Black, There will
Iie one return for State and Federal land
and ineomme tax, so that this arrangement
will be n great convenience to the taxpayers
as well as to the Government. “The merit
of the scheme is that it will save the State
two-thirds of £35,000 a year at the present
time, nud of course the saving will be great-
or later on us the Federal Governiment are
prepared to undertake the vollection of this
taxation for us for all time for one-third of
this amount.

My, Troy: Tf Mr. Black was suceh a goo:l
man why did you move him from the Treas-
nry?

The PREMIER: T am not here to answer
those fquestions. I hope the Housc will pass
the seeondl reading of the Bl
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Question put and a divigion taken with vis
following result:—

Ayes .. . e o 25

Noes - .. . .. 13
Majority for . ..o 12
AYES,
Mr, Angelo Mr. Moaney
Mr. Broun Mr, Mullany
Mr. Brown Mr. Nalro
Mr. Davies Mr, Pickering
Mre. Draper Mr, Piesse
Mr. Duflt Mr. Pilkington
Mr, Durack Mr. Scaddan
Mr. George My, Stubbs
Mv. Grifiths Mr. Tcesdale
Mr. Harrison Mr, Veryard
Mr. Hudson Mr. Willmott
Mr. Maley Mre. Hardwick
Mr. Mitchell (2ctler.)
Nogs,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lambert
Mr, Chessen Mr, Lutey
Mr. Colller Mr. Troy
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Walker
Mr. Green Mr, Willcock
Mr. Holman Mr, O'Loghten
Mr. Johnston (Teler.)

Question thus passed,
Bill read o second time.

In Commitiee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1, 2 agreed to.
Clavse 3—Rate of income tax:
Hen. P. COLLIER: Subelauvse 2 vetds—
Where the income c¢hargeable fion all
sources of a taxpayer who ig married or
hag a dependant amounts to £157 and no
more, the tax payable by him shall not
exceed onc pound,
This means that the Government propose
to take the whole of the surplus over £13G6.
The Premicr: We are reducing it; at pre-
sent he pays £1 0s. 9d.
Hon, P, COLLITER: Let us rectify it on
equitable lines.
The Premicr; Strike out the atbelunse.
Ton. P. COLLIER: XNo, that would leave

the wrong which cxists at present. If o
married person’s income does not exreed
£157- the State takes the surpl-s £1. 8 ¢

a taxpayer should at least ba allowed some-
thing out of the pound. Sure'v the mini-
mum amount stipulated in Clans~ 4 would be
a fair eharge in such a ease. T move an
rmendment—

That ‘‘one pound’’ be strueck out with a
view to inserting the words ‘“t'-o shill'nas
and gixpence.’?

The PREMIER: I regret that the hon,
member has moved this amendment. He gug-
wests that the man who receives €157 ghal
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only pay 2s. Gd. It would relieve that man
but no one else. The man who gets £138
would have to pay £1 0s. 9d.

Hon. P, Collicr: What about waking it
10s. instead of 2s. Gd.?

The PREMIER: 1 would like to cxempt
these people from taxation, but in the present
condition of affairs, we cammot do that.
Under the amendment, the man who gets
£156 would Le exempt and the man who gets
£157 wonld pay 2s. 6d, anid the wman on £158
would have to pay a wmuch heavier tax.

Hon. P. Collier: ‘There is certainly an
anomaly in the eclause as it stands for the
maun who pets £156 is cxempt ol the man
who draws £157 bas to pay £1, which brings
him down to £156,

The PREMIER: There are anemalies in
legislation of thix nature, and 1 know that it
is possibie that it will be a hardship on people
with ‘the lower incotnes, [ propose during
recess to po into these matters and see
whether the pesition ean be overcome, while
at the same time getting the faxatien which
is necessary to meet the expenditure,

Amendment—put il passed.

Hon, I'. COLLIER: When moving the
anendment [ indieated that 1 would suggest
the amount of 28, 61, 1 agree that this
would ereate a further anomaly and | think
the position wonid be DLetter met if we re-
Heved the man receiving £157, to the exteur
of 10s. I move an amendment—

That the words ‘“ten shillings’’ ve in-
serted o lien of the worls struek out.

Amendment put aml passed.

Mr. BROWNXN: Last year it was asver-
tained that widows hud to pay ivcome tax
on their pensions. Will that position he
rectified this year?

The Premjer: I have already given the
member for North-ast 1Premantle an assue-
anee that [ will reetify that matter.

Clause as amended agreed to,

Clauses 4, 5—agreed to.

Clause 6~—=Buper tax of 15 per eent.:

Hon. P. COLLLER: 1 do nat propose to
fight this clawse, beenuse it is the erus of
the Bill and the division whish wc took just
now was really a division on this elause. ro-
zsmuch as the House has declwed its ap-
proval of this super fax

Houn, T. Walker: Under the whip.

Hon, P. COLLIER: T o not propose tu
waste any time in arguing it Easthar esrept
to say that I am rathor surprised to find that
a meinber who said he would vote agrinst the
aecond reading of the Bill before the division
was taken, was not present to reeorl lis vote
m tha dvision.

Mr. 1ecsdale: Perhaps he did unt hear the
bells,

Hon, P. COLLIER: TIfe must have been
convineed by the Yremier’s argument. I am
rather surprised, too, at the attitude of mem-
hers on the cross benches. T regret the neces-
«ity for dirceting my remmarks to memberg of
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the Country party so freguently, but I mis-
understood the intention of those members
and their views regarling the Bill, Last
week [ was under the impression that it
wounld be oppused by many members of tne
Primary Producers’ party. Ag a matter of
faet, | assisted in a small way to have the
vote on the second reading postponed from
last weck in order that a member of that
party might be present to express his opposi-
tion to the Bill. That member was not pre-
sent to-day. I understood that that memher
had he spoken to-day, would have expressed
the general views of the party to which he
belengs. Now the leader of the Country
party has given the Bill his blessing. Cler-
tainly 1 think it was with mental reservations
beenuse, although he said that he did not
know of any fairer method of taxation than
those on incomes and dlividend duties, he
would not refer to the lanl tax.

The Premier: The farmers do
both.

Hon, . COLLIER: Someone says that the
farmers o not pay anything or anyone. 1
do not believe that, but one primary pro-
docer stated that the farmers when they re-
ecived] Government aecounts, merely papered

not  pay

the walls with them. T ean harvdly believe
that that was correct.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are pretty

correct.

“Hon. P. COLLLER: It was the intention
of members sitting on the cross beoches to
oppose the super tax last weck, They have
altered their attitmde hecanse the whip has
heen eracked.

The Premier: They spoke for themselves,

Hon, P. COLLIER: They spoke with une
voiee yesterday and with another voiee to-
day.

Mr. Piekering: That was ane voiee,

Hon. P. COLLIER: However, it ix their
concern.  They arve attached, acveording to
their vwn statement, to ne party; they are
baund by no outside influences or eaucus, and
that leaves them free to vote from day to
day as they think fit, nceording to the ap-
pearance of the political weather. They have
changed their attitude regarding the super
tax. L sec by the ¢‘Primary Produeer’’ that
the exerutive of the Primary Producers’ As-
socintion mcet this weck amd perhaps the
wemhers of the Country purty veeeiveil their
imstructions in anticipation.

The Colonial Seeretary: What albout dis-
russing the c¢lause!?

Hon. I'. COLLIER: 1f T am out of ovder,
I am subject to the rules of the louse.

The Celonial Seeretarv: Why not diseuss
the elanse and not the Conntry party?

Hon. P. COLLTER: Tt is hard to resist
the temptation beecause they offer scope for
discussion so frequently. There will be other
opportunities for diseussing them, I soppose.

Mr. Thomson: Yon will make the sppor-
tunities, anyway. i

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Prewmier has given
figures as to the amount involved by the in-
creased wages to the railway employees.
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The Premier: Not under this clause.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It affects this clause
beeause the Premier contended that beeause
of the extra charges they were imposing the
15 per cent. super tax, If the figures quoted
by the Premier are correct, then it seema to
me that the Railway Department are a very
convenient department in that they ean pro-
vide figures which suit any argument re-
quired in this House at any particular time.
The information givea by the Commissioner
of Railways in his annual report does not
accord with the figures quoted by the Pre-
mier this evening,

The Premier: These are the figures the
Commissioner gave mc; that is all I know
about it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I want to call atien-
tion to the fact that the figures given to
this House in the Commissioner’s report do
not correspond with the figures supplied by
the «epartment to the Premier. The Com-
misgioner says first that his estimate of
£250,000 was not very wide of the mark;
but on the very next page of his report he
shows that the actual result of the increases
in rates was £148,000 for the six montha
they had been in o¢peration—up till the end
of .June.

The Premier: I pave you £250,000 for a
yCBT.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But the Commissioner
works jt out at about £290,000 for a year.
He showa that for 61% months £148,000 ex-
tra was actvally received by reason of the
increases in fares and freights.

The Premier: That was for the last half
of the year, and the last half of the year is
always heavier. .

Hon. P, COLLIER: Nevertheless there does
seeth to be a large disecrepancy between tho
two sets of figures, a discrepancy of mearly
£50,000,

The Premier: That would be all right.
The traflic for the last six months of the year
is so much larger than the traffic for the
first six monthg,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Surely the differenes
between the two half years would not aceount
for this £50,000%¢

The Premier: Yes, it would.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Anyhow, it is not un-
ugual to find that the Railway Depariment’s
fignres do not correspond. When an increase
in wages is demanded by the railway em-
ployees, the department promnptly come out
with* a statement showing that the increase
involves, say, £250,000, That estimate is
submitted in order to justify the department
in inercasing freights and fares. But the
thing generally cnds up in the Railway De-
partntent making a profit ont of the deal;
that is to say, they levy increases in freights
and fares many thousands of pounds in ex-
cess of the amount actually invelved by the
inerease in wages,

Mr. Johnston: That is done every time.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Country party
were very indignant when the firgt increase
in freights and fares was imposed, saying
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that the primary producer could not afford
it, However, they have swallowed that
increase, and an additional increase on the
top of it; and now they are prepared to
accept a 15 per cent. increase in income tax,
and presumably a 15 per cent. inergase in
land tax as well. Had a Labour Govern-
ment made such increases in freights and
fares during the course of omne year, and
then demanded a 15 per cent. increase in
income tax and land tax. the atmosphere
here would not have been so serene as it is
to-night. The Country party would have
said that we were out to kill the man on the
land. I suppose there is no use in pursuing
the matter further. The whip has cracked,
and the party on the eross-henches are pre-
pared to fall in behind.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: For once the Gov-
ernment have shown the possession of a atiff
back bome. If we were now at the com-
mencement of a new Parlinment, their atti-
tude might be regarded as an angury of
something good as regards the protection of
the State revenue. However, only six or
eight weeks remain of thé life of this As-
sembly. Evidently hon. members on the
cross bencles are very much afraid of a gen-
cral clection hefore the proper time, and
80 they have swallowed the principles which
they held a few days ago. Defeat of the
financial proposals of a Government means
the defeat of the Government, and therefore
the whip has cracked. Our friends on the
cross-benches cannot afford to “lose six weeks
of their parliamentary screws, or shall I say
six weeks of their parliamentary livest? 1
understood that the Premier did not intend
to increase taxation any further this year. He
says that taxation does not bring prosperity;
and yet, against his own convictions, he in-
troduces this increased taxation.

Mr. TROY: I oppose the clavse, because
I entirely disagree with this attewmpt to in-
crease taxation. I look to the interests of
the people in the remote portions of the State,
who will be ealled upon to pay an extra
15 per cent. over incomes of £250.

The Premier; You know in your heart
that this taxation is too moderats.

Mr, TROY: Railway freights have been
increased on three occasions during the past
two years, and thereby heavy penalties have
been imposed on the people whose daily re-
quirements have to Le carried over 600 miles
of rallway. The wages of many of those
people are not sufficient to meet their daily
needs, and yet higher income tax is to be
imposed on them' ar compared with other
people  living under better conditions,
For iustance, £260 in Meckatharra, Peak
Hill, or Lake Way is not equal to £160 in
Perth. Yet the people who do all the pioneer-
ing in remote districts are asked to pay
heavier taxation than are the people in the
city.

Mr. Green: And have the railway freights
put up on them three times,

The Premier: We have to pay the in-
creased wages,
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Mr, TROY: The hon. member ought to
provide in his Assessment Act that the people
iving in the back country shall be cased of
their taxation.

The Premier: Telt me who ought to pay
taxes, and I shall know.

Mr. TROY: The Premier wounld not listen
if we told him. We have already asked him
to bring down an amendment of the Assess-
ment Act. Why is he not consistonty The
publie scrviee have a goldfieldas allowance,
because of the high cost of living east of
Southern Cross aml east of Yalgoo. Yot he
imposes sapeeial taxation penalties on  the
people in those districts. Therefore he is
not earrying out an cquitable policy. 1 do
ont Jook to Country party members for help,
hecause they represent but o narrow sectiou
of the people and they have no knowledge of
the conditions in the mining areas. By the
suppert of those members the Government
earry on.  Yet those members go to the coun-
try and pretend they arc not responsible for
what the Government do. They will cheer-
fully repudiate this thing in their electorates
to-morrow.

Hon. P. Collier; Their eandidate in the
Murruy-Wellington eleetion will use it against
the Minister for Works

The Minister for Works: That shows their
ninverity.

Mr., TROY: I do not appeal to them, De-
cause T know their poliey. Ameong them only
the member for Williams-Narrogin has had
the courage to vote ng he thinks:

Mr, Fohnaton: And the member for Irwin.

Mr. TROY: Other of the Country party
wembers will refrain from voting in the divi-
sion, The party are just as likely to come
hack next week wand vote against this on the
instruetions of their cxecutive ontside.

Me. Thomson: What about My, MeCallum
telling you how to vote?

Mr, TROY: Wop are always cousiglent. We
have never been influenced from outside. T1f
the Country party members are anxious for
the welfare of the primary producers they
will suppoert an amendment to wipe ont this
super tax. The mining indnstry owes no-
thing to the present Government, or to the
Country party either,

The Premicr: The moncy must be found
to puy the incrcased wapes.

Mr. TROY: Why not tax the merchants
in Perth?

The Tremier: We do.

Mr, TROY: Nothing of the sort. Why not
tax the insuranee companics, 60 of whom are
charging exeessive premiums?  The Queens-
Tanid CGovernment have secured a reduction of
40 per cent, in insurance premiums, and have
made £50,000 per annum in addition In
thin State stamp duty was incrensed, and the
insurance companies passed it on.

'The Minister for Works: They had no right
toe do so.

Me. TROY: Of course not. The people in
the country cannot pay this super tax. If
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the Premier had to earn his living in a Te-
mote mining district he wounld find it ex-
tremely difficult to pay his way., If families.
in Porth cannot live on £4 a week, they conld
uot live on £5 & week in the back eountry.
I will oppose the provision.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am oppesed to the
whole clause. The remarks of the leader of
the Opposition concerning the Country party
were unjust, because each member of this
party has deeided his own vote on this heavy
increase in taxation. During the paat two
yearg direct taxation has been inereased from
£400,000 to £800,000, and we have this in-
crcase on top of hcavy increnses in railway
treights. The ‘¢ West Australian’’ in a lead-
ing article on the 3rd November last deal-
ing with the increased railway charges de-
clared that the policy of raising the freights
above the amount necessary to meet the
inereased wages was inexcusable.  That
article went on to point out that the in-
creased freights represented £337,000, where-
as the increases in wages amounted to only
£266,000,

The Premicr: T have told you that the
inereased freights would roturn £260,000, with
which we have to pny £310,000 in increased
wngoes.

Mr, JOIINSTON: The article went on to
state that the incrcased cost of materials
could not be vrged as an excuse for taking
so much from the people by way of inereased
freights and fares, awd that therefore the
conelusion was wncseapalile that the system
was being used as an instroment of taxation.
11 the I'remier says the figures wvsed by the
newspaper are wrong, I have done him a ser-
vice by drawing his attention to them. The
Committee would be well advised to throw
out the elause, We are on the eve of n
general clection at which the Government
will have an opportunity for putting this
poliey before the people. T saggest the Gov-
crnment shoull withdraw the ¢lanse until
they get from the people & mandate to
impose this super tax of 13 per cent. in
addition to the inecreased rates of taxation,
ranging from 2s, Gd. to 4s, after which T
will be prepared to make it retrospective te
this date.

The PREMTIER: T have never heard such
4 humbug in all my life. The hon. member
supported some of the iucreases to the pub-
tie service,

My, Johnston: I do not remember it.

The PREMIER: And now when we wand
money to pay those inereases he objerts. No
one knows better than the hon. member that
we are not going to get the incrcases in rail-
way froights for the full 12 moenths, e
should not endeavour to deceive the House.
Hc knowg that we shall get only £260,000, be-
cavse the increases will have been imposed
for only part of the year, whercas wc have
to pay £310,000 in increased wages and
salaries. I hope the Committee will not strike
out the clause. Hon, members are forever
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deminding **Why de not you square the
ledger’'? They know well that we are pay-
ing £720,000 in inereased wages and salaries,
and that the meoney has to be found for the
purpose. Yot they hesitate to give us
£55,000 under this measure of taxation. The
hon, member would have no hesitation in
asking for anything he thought his district
would like to have. He would ask for the
whole of the £35,000 if he thought it wounld
pPlease his cleetors. Jf these increases are to
he met Parlinment must vote the money.

Mr. PICKERING: Tt is a habit with the
Opposition to refleet upon members on the
cross benelies. They draw attention to their
abgence from the Chamber when frequently
the benches opposite are quite ns empty as
these are.

The CHATRMAN:
that question.

Mr. PICKERING: It takes more courage
to advoeate the imposition of a tax than it
does to stand up here and argue against it.
[ only hope the money will be spent in the
direetion of reducing the deficit.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This 50 per cent. in-
crease ou inepmes is to apply only to those
in reeeipt of £252 a year or over, The dedue-
tiong that are allowable under the Land and
Income Tax Assesament Act of 1907 are on
such things as premiums on insuranee, £26 for
each child, rates and taxes, and State and
Federal taxes, after which the chargeable
income is arrived at. The Premicr now pro-
poses to lovy a 15 per cent. super tux on ail
incomes of £252 and over without allowing
Tor these deductions. .

The Premier: That is not so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: A man may have a
gross incomo of £252, but a chargeable in-
come of only £150, but notwithstanding this
he would have the 15 per cent. super tax
lavied upon that amount.

The Premicr: That is so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T disapprove of snch
a proposal. .

The Premier: We do allow for deductions.

Hon. P. COLIIKER: That is not how I
read the elause.

The PREMIER: A man who receives
252 will pay on s0 much of his income as is
liable to be taxed after the msual deductions
are made. A man in receipt of £251 pays
no super tax. T will, however, consult with
the Bolicitor Genersl and have this made
perfectly c¢lear, and recommit the Bill if
TLOCCRBArY.

fon. P. COLLIER: If the Premicr finds
out it is as I bhave suggested he will re-
commit the Bill?

The Premier: Yes, for T would object just
as much as you wonld. I am sure you are
wrong.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The tuxpayer is not
allowed to deduct any of the amounts under
the headings Y have referred to, according
to my reading of this ¢lause.

The I'remier: T will clecar up the matter
to morrow,

We are not discussing
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Hon. ¥. an amend-

ment—

That in the provise **£252°° be strack
ont, and ‘*£350" inserted in lieun.

COLLIER: 1 move

A person on £3 a week is to be called upon
to pay a super tax of 15 per cemt., that iy
33, in the pound on the nmount he has to
pay now. UFive pounds a week is not a liv.
ing wage. In this State it is 13s, a weck
below the recently recommended hasie
wage. We onght not to be piling increased
taxation upon people who cannot afford 1o
pay it. A married man In receipt of £5
a week has no money left over with which
tn pay his ineome tax, after meeting all his
obligations for living cxpenses. The tax-
payer already pays a consillerable amount,
without being called upon to pay an extra
15 per eent. There is no wage earner to-
day in this Stato who does not pny incomoe
tax. Prior to the amending Aet of 1918 the
scetion of wage carners or workers whe were
merely in receipt of a living wage were ex-
empt from the payment of any income tox.
That amendment bronght them all in. The
principle has always been recognised that
those who are only in receipt of a living
wage should not have taxation levied on
them. 'The rates should only bhe inereased
on those who are clearly in receipt of in-
come that is above the living wage.

The PREMIER: 1 should like to exempt
cverybody of course, but I am afraid that
eannot be done.

Mr. Willeock: You are encroaching on
the bread and. butter line. How ean the tax
he paid by those who cannot afford to pay
it?

Hon, T. Walker:
low the bread line.

The PREMYER: Very few would be sub-
jeet to the inereased taxation.

Mr, Willeock: Every man who is a trades-
man will come under this.

The PREMIER: And because the man
i3 a tradesman he must be exempt from pay-
ing taxation. If a man pgets £1 a day,
whether he be a earpenter, n storekeeper, a
lawyer, or a member of Parliament, he should
be compelled to pay. In Melbourne recently
some organisation asked that the ezemption
shonld Dbe £400 beeanse wages were going
up. AN T am asking is that the small amount
of 15 per cent. should be paid in addition by
those earning more than £252.

Mr. Pickering: That is, £352 net.

The PREMIER: Every man who gets
less than £252 is exempt.

Hon. P. Colliecr: The man oun £250 s year
to-day pays £3 0s. 5d. and he would have to
pay 15 per cent. on top of that, which would
make it about £3 10a.

AMr. WILLCOCK: A marricd man with
three children will be compelled to pay 7s.
or 83. more a year. We should pot increase
the impost on those who are potting less
than what the Basic Wage Commission said
the other day was a living wage. The Pre-
mier will he well advised to show some gym-

You are making it be-



2166

pathy towards those people on tho minimum
wage.

The Premier: A tradesman getting £1 to-
day can afford to pay income fax,

Mr. WILLCOCK: But £252 is not £1 a
day.

Mr. Troy: What about the people in the
back ecountry where living is dearer?

Mr. WILLCOCK: A man has to pay Fed-
cral as welli as State ineome tax. The Pre-
mier might mest us to the extent of showing
some sympathy towards those people who
are living near the bread line.

Amendment put and a division tnken with
the following result:—

Ayes 13
Noces 22
Majority against 9
AYER,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lambert
Mr. Chesson Mr. Lutey
Mr. Collier Mr. Troy
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Walker
Mr. Qreen Mr. Willcock
Me., Holman Mr. O’'Loghlen
Mr. Johnslon {Telcr.)
Nogs,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Money
Mr. Broun Mr. Mullany
Mr. Brown Mr. Nairn
Mr. Draper Mr. Pickering
Mr. Duft Mr. Plesse
Mr. Durack Mr. PHkington
Mr, George Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Harrison Mr. Teesdale
Mr, Hickmott Mr. Thomsen
Mr. Maley Mr. Willmott
Mr, Milcheil Mr. Hardwick
(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Preamble, title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the
yveport adopted.

RILIL—DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Secdnd Reading.
Debate resumed from the 30th November.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [10.32]:
As the House has just agreed to an incrcase
of 15 per cent. in the income tax and land
tax, 1 suppose it will be only econsistent to
ggrec to a like increase in dividend Quties.
Tn the circumstances T have no intention of
trying “to protect the unfortunate people
who are struggling to live—

Mr. Willeock: On dividends.

Hon. P, COLLIER: And to meet the heavy
taxation imposed by Federal and State Gov-
ernments and local governing authorities,
I know that there are many widows whose

[ASSEMBLY.]

only means of livelihood are the dividenda
they draw from various companies,

Mr. Pickering: Bome of them very smal,

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so. No
doubt many people will be hit just as heavily
by this proposed increase a3 in the case of
the income tax. However, the Hovse seems
to have decided that the Government must
have inereased taxation and T do not in-
tend to weary wmyself in endeaveuring to
protect the taxpayer any further. T should
like to know from the Premier the maximum
amount now paid under the Dividend Duties
Act.

Mr, Troy: One shilling and threcpenee in
the pound.

Mon. P. COLLIER: 1 thought that was
so: it was increased from 1s. to 1s 3d.

The Premier: TUntil the tazpayer comes
into line with the income tax.

1lon. P, COLLIER: And then he has to
pay the income tax eate.  When the in-
come reegived from dividends exceeds the
amount taxable wnder this Aet, the taxpayer
has to pay the amount Iaid dewn nnder the
Tneome Tax Act.

The Premier: That is so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: For the reagons T have
given, T do not intend to carry my opposi-
tion any further,

Mr, TROY {(Mouut Magnet) [10.35]: T
want to tell the leader of the Opposition
that he spoke more truly than he thought
when he said that many pcople affected by
the inereased ineomc tax would have to pay
this taxation. We all have to coantribute to
thisg taxation. A majority of the companies,
with the exception of the pasteral and min-
ing ecompanies, pass the dividend duties taxs-
tion on to the individual,

The Premier: Théy pass everything on.
You cannot tax them.

Hon. P. Collier: That is so.

Hon. W. ¢ Angwin: Uuless you provide
legislation to bleck it |

AMr. TROY: The present Government will
never do that.

The Premier: Will yon do it?

Mr. TROY: Yes, as soon as I have an op-
portunity.

The Premier: You eannot do it.

Mr, Willcock: Tt has been done in New
South Wales.

Mr. TROY: 1t has heen {done elsewhere,
but if T did attempt to do anything of the
kind, T sould reeceive the uncompromising
opnosition of the Premier,

The Premier: No, T shall support you.

Mr. TROY: When the Labour party were
in oflice the Premier used to tell us that
evervthing we did would bring the country
to wreek and ruin.

The Prewmier: Will you produece the mea-
sure?

Mr. TROY: An attempt could be made.
Surcly it is not possible for business con-
eerng for all time to be able to pass this
taxation on to the general community. They
make n bigger profit on a smaller sale of com-



[7 DeceEmses, 1920.]

modities than was the c¢ase before the war,
Most of the Eusiness firmg are being run on
a 20 per cent. profit, which, on £5,006 worth
of gtock before the war, is now equal to only
€500 worth of goods. With a smaller capi-
tal they are able to make bigger returns.
We are being cxploited by these companies
and we have to pay the dividend tax for
Boan Bres., and all the rest of these firma.
The Premicr and his Government will never
attempt to cenact » measurc to proteet the
community.

The Premicr: [ promise te do so if vou
will show me how.

My, TROY: T am not running the Govera-
ment. .

Question put and passed.
Bill read a seeond Hme.

In Committee, efe.

Bill passed through Commitice without
tebate, reported withont nmendment and the
report adopted.

Read o third time anad tranamitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—LAXND ACT AMENDMBEXNT.
Sccond Reading,
DPebate resumed from the 30th November.

Mr. TROY (Mount Maguet) [10.40]:
This Bill is like the curate’s egg—good in
parts. Some of the principles are fair and
reasonable, but these comprise the minor prin-
ciples of the Bill. T wcleome the measure,
however, as an opportunity to put forward
and sccure the re-cmacttnent of that part
of the Bill tlealing with the area amd tenure
of pastoral leases generally, T agrec with
those clauses of the Bill which provide that
any lessec of town or suburbaun land may
purchase the fee simple at a price to be fixed
hy the Minister. Seetion 32 “of the Land
Act of 1917 provides that the lesser may sur-
render his land at any time and sccure the
fee simple at @ price not to cxeeed the capi-
tal valuc as determined at the commencement
of the Icase. This is being altered now and
he may sceurc the fee simple at any time
at & price to be dotermined by the Minister.
Thia indicates that it is the intention of the
Minister to procure revenue, He hopes that
the value of the leases will have increased
since the time they were taken up, and that
if sold now, or when the lessee desires to
get the fee simple, the sale will bring a
Ligger price than if the lessee paid the price
at the time the lease eommenced, mamely,
the capital value. lu many cases the Pre-
mier’s anticipations will not be realised, be-
canse the capital volue at the time the lease
is granted is greater than at any other time.
T know of instances where this applies, par-
ticularly in the goldficlds areas. 1f the Min-
iater fixes the price when the lessee desirea
te secure the foe simple, there will often be a
loes. I do not approve of the policy of sell-
ing leascholds. T bhelieve in the policy of
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lensehold, s 1 consider it would be in the
best interests of the State, The State would
secre o large revemug from sueh blocks in
years to come. That was the policy of the
Labour tovernment. e provided for the
leaging of these blogky in the first instance,
hut apparently the policy of the present Gov-
ernment is not, to ceoatinue that prineiple.
1 have no quarrel with the clause of the
Bill which provides for the payment of eom-
pensation for improvewments on all land re-
semed. A has been pointed out by the Pre-
micr, a |Hece of land way be resumed for
township purposcs, or for the provision of u
water supply, which laml may contain con-
giderahle "improvements, |t may even con-
tain an orchard. It ia only just and reas-
vnable if land is resnmed that full compen-
sation shoulil be paid to the owner of the
land for the improvements, The most im-
portant provisions of the Bill are those deal-
ing with pastoral leases, There is no shadow
of doubt in my mind that it it had not been
far those provisions, the 13ill woild not have
heen intredueed in its poresent form. It is
propused that no person or body corporate
shall aeyuwire more than a million acres of
pastoral land within the State, The amend-
ment to the Act passed in 1917 stipulated
that uo person shonll acquire more than a
million acres in any onc division in the Siate.
As was pointed out duvring the discussion on
that weasure, it was casily poseible for that
provision to be cvaded., As members on this .
side of the llouse predieted, that portion of
the Act of 1917 has been evaded and we have
knowledge of the faet that companies have
been formed as was anticipated during the
second teading debate in 1917, in which one
or twa individuals with the help of s few
dummy shareholders have Leen able to hold
more than a million aecres.

Mr. Thomson: [ de not know that they
cannot do it under this Bill

AMr, TROY: No, they eannot eontinue to do
it under this measre.

Mr. Teesdale: They did not poinf this out
ut the time the 17 Aet wns before the
House.

My, TROY: Tt was pointed out.

Mr. Tevsdale: Then they did not make
suflicient noise about it.

Mr, TROY: Undonhtedly we made suffie-
ient noise about it. We poinfed out that if
the provision was passed, there would he
various  pagtorn] companies formed which
coull be ealled the Yalgoo Pastoral Coy.,
and the Meekatharra Pastoral Coy., and so on.

Hon. W. C. Augwin: There is a move now
to defeat the purposes of this Bill,

Mr., TROY: 1 have becn Iooking up my
own specches on this subject when the Bill
wag bhefore the House, and T drew attention
fo the fart on that oceasion that it would be
possible for one man to hold more than a
million neres in one division. That actually
has resnlted. The Bill before members now
serks to provide for the dQiseontinuance of
that evasion of the Act,

Mon. W. C. Angwin: For the future.
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Mr. TROY: It proposes to validate what
has already occurrcd.  While stating that
those who cvaded the priuciples laid dows in
the 1917 Aet may eontinue to retain their
holdings, it is provided that no person in
future shall be entitled to a similar aercage.
In so far as this Bill proposes to validate
what has happened in the past, it will re-
eeive my uncomprising opposition and 1 pro-
pose to submit amendments which  should
commend themselves to the majority of mem-
bers, to provide that no person shall hold or
acquire after the passage of this measure
more than a certain area of land in any one
division of the State. We ean provide a time
within which a person may get rid of the
vxtra nereage which he may holld over and
above the amount stipulated in the Bill. That
has already been done by the passing of the
meagure which enabled the pastoralists to
gecure an cxtension of their leases to 1047,
which were. relinquished under the old et
ard taken up under the amending Aet of
1917. Adjoining lands in other divisions arve
held to-day and this measure validates that
principle. Some of these are choice arcas
and they have been sceured, with the assist-
ance of dummies, by o few people. T hope
the House will refuse to sanction any inter-
forenco with the rights of the people in the
direetion I have indieated. I will take the
opportunity to Hmit the arcas in the North-
Western and South-Western divisions within
70 miles of an existing railwuy or port. I
have long insisted that it is nothing short
of a erime to have splendid areas of country,
sorved by a railway and eapable of carrying
20 timeg the present population, in  the
hands of onc or two individuals enly. By
putting them to hetter use, the lands would
asaist in earrying the burden of the railway
administration and would increase the pro-
duetion of the State. One person in my
cicctorate who possesses more than a million
acres, somo of it right on the railway, has
heen actively engaged in advoecating emigra-
tion to Western Awmstralin. T read his re-
marks the other day when lie spoke about the

necessity for getting a  good supply of
immigrants to come to Western Auws-
tralia to people the conntry. T shall
support his activities by making avail-

able under this Bill land whieh could be
provided for these immigrants. On some of
this land, no improvements have heen carried
out at all, Some of it has never been stocked
and the provisions regarding the leases have
been evaded beeause it has been ruled that
where adjacent land is stocked and improved,
this shall be taken into consideration with
respect to the other land held. T shall second
the endeavours of the gentleman T refer to
in enconraging immigration and give immi-
srants the opportunity of selecting land whieh
has been lying unused, providing, of course,
a. reagonable time for the pastoralists to get
rid of tho extra lands. I de not desire to do
anygne an injustice.

Mr, Teesdale: As soen as you rut up those
larger holdings for immigranis they will
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want the State to provide water. You kuow
what that will cost.

Mr. TROY: I could go from Mullewa to
Peak Hill and get water for £100 anywhero
throngh that region. I could get it in a
thousand places from a ecomparatively few
feet underground.

The Attorney General:
mills?

Mr. TROY: They wonld eost a little, but
everywhere up there water is easily available.
In the agrienltural distriets it costs four
times as mueh to seeure water for sheep as
it does to proeure water in the pastoral
areas. A good dam of about 5,000 cubije
feet in eapacity will cost hetween £400 and
£500 to-day.

My, Teesdale: I1s that a fuet!

Mr. TROY: 1. called for tenders to put
down a 5,000 cubic fect dnm and the tender
was at 1s. 9. T put a dam down for 3,000
cubie feet in 1916 and it cost 1s. 6d.

Mr. Tecsdale: The man that gets work at
that price should be paying taves.

Mr. TROY: I knew that the cost of chaff
had pgone up from £3 10s. when I had the
smaller dam constrneted, to £7 10s. now and
the cost of other requirements had inecreased
correspondingly and that this had to be taken
into eonsideration by the contraector when he
agked me for 3d. more than he did in 1916.
If the hon. member will consult Mr. Gooch and
others who have dams put down at Minginew
and other places, he will be able to check
those figures. [If T went for 12 months with-
out water on my sheep run, that would be an
end to it. On the Murehison, an expenditure
of tho same amount of money as would be
required - to procure water in the agrienlturat
area would get away from any risks from
drought. Tn addition, there is not the loss
through cvaporation that there is in connee-
tion with dams and there is in the pastoral
areas 4 eontinueus supply of heautiful water.
The country there is splendidly watered aml
is capable of carrying large numbers of
stock. Tt is & scandal to find that these fine
arcas of country on which the peoples’ money
hags been expended by the construction of 300
or 400 miles of railways, is carrving a very
sparse population, where it should be carry-
ing reasonably big. The supggestion which T
make would to some extenf repair the in-
Jjury which was done to the people of the
State in 1917 when the Lefroy Government,
at a time when the general public wera ocen-
pied with the war, permitted the existing
pastoralists to hold their areas till 1947 if
they ecame within the anmerding legislation.
I have never ceased to condemn that Govern-
ment for the action they then took, The
leases ordinarily di@ not rem eut till 1927,
The people taking up pastoral area konow the
conditions uniler whieh they seeure the land.

Mr, Teesdale: We determined the arens
andl also the improvements they had to do.

Mr, TROY: Tf T take up land under any
canditions from the Government, and it is
neeessary to ohserve some of these eonditions,

What about the
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of which 1 am fully aware, | have no right to
complain,

Mr. Teesdale: What about the man
hag just bought a station?

Mr. TROY: He buyas with Lis eyes opew.
If the Goverument require to resume land
they pay compensation cxeept in some cases,
for railway purposes. What is the use of
coming along and saying that an injury has
been done it one takes up land with one'’y
eyes open. The Diseharged Soldier Settle-
ment Act provides that the Govermment may
enter upon land and resume it if it is in the
interests of the State, The holder of such
land cannot complain if some of his property
is taken under those eircumstances. 1 have
no desire at alt to doprive leaseholders of
their just rights and to prevent them from
reeciving full compensation for improvements.
But 1 did and do still oppose the proposition
by which, without consulting the pcople of
the country at all, witheut the people being
maide awire of the facts, the Parliament
which was ealled a non-party Parliament,
which was to earry on during the war with-
out introducing  contentious  legislation,
hunded over the people’s inheritance until
1947, an additional 21 years. That is a
policy which I will always comdemn; and
whenever a Bill is introduved to this (louse
which will enable me to rvepair in any way
that injury, T will take the opportunity. The
Premicr has stated fhat the rve-classification,
which is now nearly completed, will bring in
increased revenue from land roufals to the
extont of one million pounds per anuum.

The Attorney General: No. Once million
pounds before the leases expive, :

Mr, TROY: I rcad the Premier’s speeeh,

who

and it does not make that point clear. TProb-
ably it is not his fault. T was wondering
where that money was te come from. Tow-

ever, the re-classification is to bring im one
million pounds more than would otherwise
have heen reecived. But are not the Gov-
ernment afraid of an outery of configeation
in London aud elsewhere beeanse of this
inereased charge?

Mry Teesdale: They will take their ehanee
of that.

Mr. TROY: But what has happencd liere
is just what happened in Quecnsland—no-
thing more and nothing less.

The Attorney General: We give something
for the increased rents.

Mr. TROY: Let me give the particulars of
the Queensland case and see what happencd
there,  The Attormey General does not like
the comparison beeause it does not suit him.
The Government of Western Austealia rob-
bed the young of the community, robbed the
growing up youths, robbed hundreds of re-
turned soldiers who wanted to go on these
lands, young fellows of the Murchison whe
know the country as well as a black tracker
knows it—robbed them while they were away
fighting!  That is meritorious, is it not?
Ts not that a thing to commend the Gov-
ernment for? Now, what did the Quecus-
land Government d0? Rir Robert Philp,
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one ot the wmbassadors who went to London
for the purpose of trying to cmbarrags the
(Queensland  Labour Goverument, when Pre-
wmicr of Queensland, in 1902 pagsed the very
same Kind of legislation as was passed by
the Lefroy Covernment in Western Austra-
lia. The Queensland pastoral leases expir-
ed in '191L%, and in 1902 Sir Robert Philp
pussed Jegislation extending those leases by
o less than 43 years. He hal a good old
Tory llouse, :nd he took the very earliest
opportunity of doing what th& Lefroy Gov-
ernment of Western  Austrafin  did  during
war time, He¢ and others associated with
him in this legislation were personslly in-
tevested in large tracts of QQueensland pas-
toral eountry. lowever, they made the
provision as a sort of vompensation, that the
leases, it oxtended, should be re-appeaised
every five years, ‘Three years later, having
got the extensiom, they repudiated the five
vears’ re-nppraisemnents, and provided that at
ne time during the whole term of the leases
could the rcutal be raised Ly wnore than 50
per cent.  That was done by a Government
of which Sir Robert Philp was a member
and a supporter.  ITere pastoral lease vents
have been rajse@ 100 per eent.

The Attorney General:  Yew, subjeet to
appraisement,

My, TROY: Yet what is valled confiseation
in Queensland is not ealled vonfiseation in
Western  Austrolin. Of course, T do not
say that it is confiscation iu cither case.
flad T been in the place of the Queensland
Lavour Government, 1 would have acted in
the same way as they did with regard to
the pastoral leases, I would have repudiated
that Jegislation which was ecarricd by one
erowd, and repuliated by praetieally the
same crowd after they had grot the extension
of their leuses. Why wus the extension
piven in Woestern Australin!  Why was the
agrecment made by the pastoralists that they
should pay double rent, if they were not to
secnre advantages from the cxtension?

The Attorney General: You will find that
some of thom will not aecept the extension.

Mr. TROY: Very fow will decline it. 7
wislh  the  Attorney  Gemeral  would  tell
me of o few in my district whe will
refuse,  We  shall  seo who s right.
I am  giving  the  Queensland  facts  be-
eanse  they are  worth recording  as  an
lastention of how an action hy a labour
Government in Queenstul ean he published
thronghout the world as confiseation of
capital and ronfiseation of interest, whereas
a similar netion by a National CGovernment
in Western  Australin ix secopted  without
producing any outery, aml in faet receives
approval from the sanie kind  of opinion
which eondemuecd the action of the Queens-
Inmd Labeur Govermnent. | remember Mr.
Thompson, the mayor of Claremont, on  his
return from LEngland not long ago, stressing
the - same faet.  He showed  Wow  what
Q-_uv_vnslmnl Il (IUJI('.\T;[s in ne way dis-
similar from what had been dane here, T
guarantee, however, that what way done in
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Queensland was done more henourably. No
ong ¢an tell me that it i an honourable
thing to pass during war time legislation ex-
tending pastoral leases which affect enor-
mous aveas of country and thereby to de-
prive the youths of Western Australia of
their full opportumity, so deprive them at u
time when they were away fighting for their
country, That is why I have always held the
Nationglist business in such absointe con-
tempt, beeauge the Nationalist party have
never lesitated to serve their own interests
when they could.

Mr, Teesdale: I would not drop hack on
a rotten stick of an excuse such as what
Thompson said.

Mr. TROY: If I made that interjection,
the hon. mewmber would execlaim, ¢ [Tow un-
worthy that is! Positively nuworthy!®’

My, Teesdale: I have never used that ex-
pression 4in this House.

Mr, TROY: However, 1 have given a
statement of what has happened [n Queeuns-
Jand, and [ do not need to rvely on Mr.
Thompson's support. My own  opinion, |
think, will stand without contradiction; and
it is that the Queensland Government id
nothing other than was done by the Western
Australian Government.  Still, what is pub-
lished abroad ns confiseation in Queenslanid
is freely approved in Western Austealia, anil
it is approved here becanse it was a bargain
by which a Government of Western  Ans-
tralin, acting against the people’s interests,
gave an advantage to certain persous who
were uot cntitled to the advantage at the
time,

The Attorney General:
represented in Parliament,

Mr. TROY: THow were they represented?
At that time Dby an unholy combinntion,
formed in this eountry, enlled o National

The people were

party, congisting of a number of politi-
cal humlmgs  who represented  themselves
a8 heing  absolutely nou-parly and  con-

cerned only to earry on the administration of
the country during the war. They promised
to refrain from the introduction of any
legislation of a contentions nature. Western
Australin was to have an absolutely non-
party  Assembly. ' Machine polities were to
be entirely barred.  But the party In quos-
tion took wmlvantage of the people’s pre-
ocenpuation with the war to bring in legisla-
tion which the great wajority of the com-
munity  would  have condemned had  they
known its true purpese. However, they did
not know it. T welcome thiz Bill only as an
opportunity to repair some of the injuwry
done on the occasion T refer to, by the 1917
measure,  When this Bill is in Committee T
propoase to move important amendments, for
which T aunticipate recciving the suppert of
ali those nembers who are anxious that the
fullest opportunity should be afforded to the
people of Western Australiz to avail them.
selves of the lands of Western Austialia, so
that these lunds shall be setfled and made
fully produetive.  So that the railways shall
be helped to pay their way, and so that the
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policy of the Government—which I under-
stund is one of produce, produce, pro-
doce’'—shall have the amplest opportunities
of tulfilment,

On motion by Hon. W. C. Angwin, debate
adjourned.

BILL—BAYSWATER DRAINAGE
WORKS.

Sccond Reading.

The MINISTER I'OR WORKS (Hon, W.
. George—Murray-Wellington) [11.183] in
moving the sceond readiug said: This is a
small but very necessary Bill. The Bays-
water vond bhoard have cxperienced some
trouble in conncetion with their drainage
gy~tém, aml as a result eertnin properties in
the distriet have suffered throigh an influx
of wuter, due to the fnilure, I presume, of
certain drains to carry that water away,
The hourl were advised that they were not
linhle for the resultant damage, und they
fought various ecases, with the unfortunate
result that they find themselves let in.  Ae-
cordingly they are now hard up against it,
what with damages and legal expenses. [
bulieve the total amount of wmoney required
to put them straight on this matter is al-
ready considerably over £1,000, and possibly
may run into £2,000 before they get clear,
The chairman of the road beard, the Hon,
. G. Ardagh, with other members of the
bonrd, waited upon me a few wecks ago;
amel it was then represented to me that un-
der the Road Distriets Act they could not
horrow money for the purpose of getting
themselves out of this unfortunate embrog-
lie. Fventually T sent the deputation down
to sce the Crown Solicitor, who eame to the
conelnsion that it would be nceessary to pass
this Bill in order to give the hoard power
to borrow money te discharge the responsi-
bility. The Minister for the time being has
to give his approval before the board ean
horrow flic money. Tt was represented to me
thot unless relief eould be granted in this
way the onlvy course open to the beard would
ha to vesign.

ilon, T. Colliecr: When was this drain con-
strueted? -

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Some
veurs ngo. A mistake has been made. Pos-
sibly the honrd was blind to the faet that
ratepayers had some vights to consideration.
The board’s legal advisers may not have
seen the possibility of the board Deing de-
feated,

Mon, P, Collter: Have the legnl proceed-
ings taken place?

The MTNISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, and
damages were given against the board, It
would De 2 ealamity if anything ovcurred
by which the board were foreed to resign.
The distriet itself wonld he liable for the
money, altheugh how the suecessful litigants
could get it T do not know, unless it were
by putting in a recciver and hypothcenting
the rates. The Bill is the only way ont of
the dilentma. The provision that the Minister
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shall approve of the loan is some sort of
guarantee to the House that no money shall
be borrowed in excess of that actually re-
quired. I move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time.

Un motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
Journed.

BILL—NARROGIN RECREATION
RESERVE.

Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
of the debate from 25th November.

Question put and passed.
Bill read o second time.

In Committee.,

Mr. Stubbas in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill

Clawse 1—Vesting of lauds in municipality
of Narrogin,

Hon, P. COLLIER: Ia this land, the fee
simple of which it is proposed to grant to
the municipality, at present being used as a
raceeourse?

The PREMIER: No, the racecourse is an-
other block altogether, The greater portion
of this land is now used as a show ground.
The raeecourse is to be sold.

Hon. P. Collicr: The fee simple is being
granted in order to enable them to sell it¥

The PREMIER: No, they caanot sell it.
This is a Class A reserve Only the race-
econrge is to be sold,

Hon. P, COLLIER: Why is it propesed to
grant the fee simple to the council? It must
be in order that they may sell it,

The Premier: No, it is a Class A reserve.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But if you grant the
fer simple, you cannot make it a Class A
Teserve.

The Premier: The Crown Law Dopartment
advises me that we ean,

Hon. P, COLLIER: But to give the fee
simple conditionally on its being a Class A
reserve is a contradietion in terms. One can-
nat hold the fee simple of a Class A reserve.

The Premier: T am advised that it is so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt is news to me.

The PREMIER: It was news to me also.

This land will be vested in the eouncil in fee
simple, subject to Parliament. The title will
be marked ‘‘Class A reserve.”’ It cannot
he mortgaged or given as sceurity or sold,
except with the consent of this Honse. It
is a perfectly safe title. The whole of these
lunda coloured red, green and blue will con-
stituto a Class A reserve.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt has been stated that
no matter what Parliament may do in the
matter of reserving land in fee simple, these
reservations are sometimes of no avail. This
land is to be vested in the Narrogin council
in fee aimple, and later on the Bill says it
shall be set aside as a Class **A’" rogerve,
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The Premier: The Solicitor General says
that it is in order,

Heon. P, COLLIER: 'This land shouid de-
finitely be set aside as a Class "“A’’ reserve,

The Premier: It must be so held under
this Bill.

Mr. Willeock: The words ‘‘for an estate
in fee simple’’ are not necessary.

The PREMIER: This not only includes the
land eoloured red but the land the property
of the council. If the council are allowed
to resell any land they have purchased, it
would affeet the whole thing. This land will
not be sold without the consent of Purlia-
ment.

The Attorney General: There are Class
‘A’ regerves vested in municipal authori-
ties in fee simple.

Clause put and pasged,

Clauses 2 and 4—agreed to,

Clange §—Powers of council to set apart
parts of reserve for various sports:

Mr. WILLCOCK: I bave Been such re-
serves set aside for different purposes subse.
quently controlled by clubs, who demand a
subscription fee betore allowing people to
make use of the reserve.

The Attorney General: A
made for public recreation.

Mr., WILLCOCK: If conditions such as
these are likely to apply, I will oppose the
clanse.

The Premier: 1t will be all right.

Mr. HARRISON: What is the area in-
volved?

The Attorney General: About 70 acres.

Mr. HARRISON: There are many differ-
ent forms of sport provided for herc and a
good decal of ground would be requisite.
Where is the rescrve situated?

The PREMIER. It is at the northern end
of the town, The people will use it for
tennis, croquet and many ather purposes.
Tkey will all use the one grandstand and
the one bar. There will be plenty of room
for all.

Mre. PICKERING: I know the grounds.

regerve  is

There iz room for all forms of aport
required.
Hon. P. COLLIER: In these c¢ountry

towns land that is set aside for public
purposes is often taken hold of by clubs
formed in conneetion with various sports,
and unless people join these clubs they are
deprived of the use of the reserves, The
Esplanade is an example of what I mean.
A bowling green should never have been
allowed along the foreshore there. It is a
wrong principle and is not dealing fairly
with the people of a given district to allow
a reserve to be used by a few persons when
it should be used by all. This sort of thing
has also happened ai King’s Park in con-
nection with one or two cluba there.

The Attorney Gemeral: You can walk in
there if you like.
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Hon. I, COLLAER: Not when something
is on. I fear that what I have stated will
kappen st Narrogin, An ares will be re-
quired for ecroquet, amother for tennis,
another for golf links and so on, and those
outyide the churmed ecirele will be told to
keep outside the reserved areas,  There
are humble people at Narrogin, and I have
ne daeubt they will not be class enough to
belong to, say the tennis elub. Every por-
tion of the aren should he open to all

The Premicr: Would vou rather have the
ground there o dust heap?

Hon. I'. COLLIER: I ¢an understand the
member for the district wanting all this
Jaml for uothing from the CGovernment,

Mr. Pickering: They bought some of it.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Bill eoncedes to
them a certain area that was owned by the
Crown, We cannot be too eareful in pro-
tecting the rights of the community when
we are dedieating land in this way.

Mr, Pickering: The objeet of the Bill is
to concentrate all the different sporting
grounds in one centre,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There are
70 acres in this picee of ground, and to say
that 70 acres should he dedicated to publie
entertainmeut without making any provi-
sion for improvement wounld defeat its own
object. There is ample room in that 70
ucres to provide for carch sport sct out. It
ig an wlvantage to encourage voung poople
to go in for sports.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 6 and 7—agreed to.
Ulause S—Power to  expend
revenue for purposes of this Aet:

The PREMTER:

That in the

onlinary

I move an amendment—

first line after ““moni-
vipality ' the followiug words be  in-
serted:—“And  wsueh  moneys as  the
Conneil thereot may borrow, which, under
and subject te I'art 24 of the Municipal
Corporations Act, 1806, the Couneil i
hereby authorised to (o.’?

1200 midnight,

Hon, . COLLIER: Tn the Boulder dis-
trict the revenues of the municipality are
being expeuded for the upkeep of a bowling
green, and the ratepayers whose money has
heen sg cxpended caunot do more than look
over the fenee at the green. The money of
the ratepayers ns n whole is spent to provide
a niee comfortable retreat for a small see-
Lion. ‘

The Premicr: They must lave received
the eonsent of the ratepayers,

Hon. P. COLLIER: On one oceasion the
municipal clections turned on this question
and the opponents of the scheme won the
day, hot the money had heen spent and the
green had perforee to be maintained. Under
this clanse the ordinary rvevenue may be
utilised for the numerons purposes wen-
tinned in Clanse 5. Consequently, we may
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expect that the roads will be neglected and
that the money will he diverted to provide
croquet lawns and bowling greens,

The Premier: Would you deprive the boys
of the use of the cricket pitches on the Es-
planade?

Hon. P. COLLIER: N, but the differ-
cnee is that, cxcept when those pitches are
being played on, they are quite open fo thd
publie, but when these bowling grecns are
not in use they are not open to the publie.
1t is bad enough to take these rescrves for
the benefit of a few, but it is going too far
to spend municipal moncy on them.

Mr. Willeock: The same thing was done
at Geraldton.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There ig searcely a
nunicipality of any size where the experi-
cnee has not been gimilar. The section whoe
have the exclusive use should pay sufficient
to maintnin these playgrounds. There is a
coundillor in Narrogin who has a knowledge
of what was done on the goldficlds in years
gone by and he may possibly suggest the
adoption of the same line of action at Nar-
rogin.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T doubt
whether those who indulge in any form of
sport pay so much for it as do howlers. The
gronsds which are made available to the
footballers are provided by the city council
out of their rates, and the same applies to
the ericket grounds.

Hon. P. Collier: But they get a gate from
the foothall matehes.

The MIXTSTER FOR MINES: They get
a percentage, but the pereentage does not
hwar the smue propurtion to the cost of main-
taining the grouwds as does the pereentage
contributed by howlera. At the Loton Park
gronnds in Hast Perth, the bowling club had
to find a perecntage of the money necessary
for improving the ground, and providing
electrie lghting and other things before the
ity council would do anything towards put-
ting down the green. In addition to that,
the members are charged for the electric
lighting cach night, and they had to provide
for the pavilion. The elub pays the Perth ity
Couneil £60 in recognition of the fact that
their man euts the grass and rolls the green
a bit. While people have free nceess to the
Esplanade to play cricket on piteches of a
kind there, if boys want to play a match on
any of the municipal gronnds, they have to
got the permission of the local authority
first. No one is cxcluded from the bowling
greens.  The impression that members of
bowling clubs do not pay for their grounds
is entircly wrong.

Ilon. P. Collier: TIn some places that may
be so, but in Boulder that is not the posi-
tion.

The MINISTER F¥ MWINES: Tf rate-
paxyers desire their money te he spent in pro-
viding facilitics to which the players arve
willing to contribute a fair amount, they
should be encouraged.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I opposc both the
clange and the amendment because of what
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happened in Geraldton, where the mombers
of the bowling club, fearing that they might
lose the grounds where the green was, secured
the expenditure of £200 of the ratepayers’
money for the purpose of construeting an-
other green, and then, finding that they were
secore in their ongmal location, repudiated
their ¢ontract with the council. I am not
prepared to agree to any provision which
would allew such 2 thing to be possibla.

Amendment put and passed; the elause as
amended agreed to.

Title—agreed to. .
Bill reporied with an amendment aud the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 1283 am. (Wednesday).

[y

Negislative Council,

Wednesday, 8th December, 1920.
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Question : Police and Public Demunst.ratlons o 2178
8itting Day, Additipnal .- e 2178
Slmng Hours .. .. 2176
Billa: Factorles and Shops ‘Com. ... . 217B
W n Recreatlon Keserve, 1R, ... 2194
Industries Assistance Act Continnance, 1r. 2104

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pa, and read pravers.

QUL‘S’[‘[O'\'—POLICE AND PUBLIC
PDEMONSTRATIONS,

Hon. J, W. HICKEY asked the Minister for
iducation: 1, Apart from Constable Greene,
how many police were on duty at Parlio-
tent Flouse on the occasion of the demon-
stration of eivil servunts at Parlinment
Honse last segsion? 2, Apart from C('on-
stable Ureene, how many police were on
duty at  Parlinment  Ilouse on the Tth
instant? 3, What was the reason feor their
attendance, and what was the nature of
their duties? 4, Who was responsible for
their atlendance, and by whose invitation
or instructions did they attend at Parlia-
ment House,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Three constables were on duly
ingide nnd six outside. 2, Three inside and
six outside. 2, To purform any doty re-
quired of them. 4, The constables on duty
ingide were there at the request of the
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authorities of the Legislative Couneil, and
those outside were on duty for the purpose
of controlling traflie, as o very large attend-
ancve was anticipated.

SITTING DAY,
The
(Ion.
move—-
That for the remainder of the session
the ITouse shall sit on Fridays in
addition to the days preseribed by Stand-
ing Order XNo. 48,

ADDITIONAL,
MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
H, P. Colchatch—TEasty [434]: I

Hon, Sir E. TI. WITTENXOOM (XNorth)
[+.33]: T should like to say & few words
with regard to the conduet of the business
of the ouse. T refer more particularly to
last c¢vening when this Ilouse rose at the
hour of 1230. That is too late an hour
for many rensons, In the first place, busi-
ness cannot be carried out satisfactorily or
well by people who are tired and have been
working the whole day. Secondly, by keep-
ing the Mouse sitting so long many
members, who live a ecertain disfance out
from the eity, have to lenve to eateh trains
in order to get home. Tn consequence of
this we have only a thin ouse left to deal
with impertant matters. T am not going
to insinuate that the leader of the House
likes to deal with these matters with a thin
Touse, whieh is arrived at by a late sit-
timg, but that is the effect of sitting late.
I know five members who were driven out
of the Mouse last night hecause we sat
until after 11 o’elock, 1t is, in conscyunence,
impessible to give that econsideration to
important measurcs whieh we all agree they
deserve.  People who are very tired and
have been at work zll day cannot give calm
vonsideration to nmportant business. I am
sorry to say that last night the leader of
the House was very unsympathetic.  We
appealed to him onee or twice fo veporg
progress and he saill he wonld place Inm-
self in the hands of the House. Tle will
naturally shelter himself hehind the state-
ment that in the divisions which followed
the majority were on his side. That is so,
and vightly so.  Several members felt they
wounld like to vote ence way, bat were natur-
ally  disinelined  to  interfere  with the
leadership of the House, and very properly
tea. For my own part, T was reluetantly
Fforeed to take au action I have never tnken
before, aud that was to move toe report
progress against the lender of the House.
My renson for doing so was that the Min-
ister for Education told me that when 12
o'’elock came he would not ask ns to ait
any longer, and would report progress, hut
he did not do so0.

The Minister for Ldueation: T objeet to
the stantement of the hon. member; it is
abzolutely incorreet. I did not tell the hon.
member I would veport progress at 12
o ‘clock.



